
LE3S0N #77. 

liTHE ACTS OF Tf.:E APOSTLES." 

(Acts 10:23-29). 

L....,iU. "Then called he them in, and lodged them. And on the 
morrow Peter went away with them, and certain brethren 
from Joppa accompanied him." 

Remember thai:; Peter \'18.S, himself, a guest in the house of 
"Simor. the tanner" (Acts 10:6), Jet when the servants of Cornelius 
C~~6 to the house where he was staying by the hospitality of Simon, 
it is said "he (Peter) ---- lodged themll • Thia shows >:;hat there are 
certain liberties one msy feel free to take Rith that which belon~s 
to another, if they be taken in the name of Christ. Paul wrote, do 
good unto all men t especially unto them who are of the household of 
fai:;h" (Gal. 6:l0). The1"e ought to be such a band within "the house­
hold of faith", that Ged's people would at all times obey the 'Nill o~~ 
God to "Let no w.an seek his 01lffi (advantage) but every man anothEr's 
vleal th" (margin - "advantaGe --- of the ether") (I Cor. 10:2ld, that is, 
that which is to the advantage of another. This is simply the prin­
ciple which fulfills the law of love, "Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thy self" (Rom. 1,3:9). Paul snid that "love seeketh not her own" 
(I Cor. 13:5), ther~fore, such .s are contrained by "the love of 
Christ" (II Cor. 5=14), do net seek their own to "Che disadvantage of 
~heir brethren. It is true that "If there:::ome any unt.o you and 
'oI'ing not this doct:,ine, receive 1:in not into your house, neither 
b::'d him God speed" \ II Jno. 10), but on the o:he:o hand, "Let brotherly 
10'16 continue, and forget not to enti:3t'tain strangers: for thereby 
some have entertained angels una.wares" (Heb. 13:1-2). While those 
whom Peter lodg~d wore not, at this time, brethren in the Lord, they 
came on a mission related to the Lord's will. 

Then "on the morrow Pel;er went away with them, end certain 
brethren from Joppa accompanied him". It was at Joppa that t'eter 
haa raised Tabitha from the dead in proof of his apostleship" (Matt. 
10:8), and "many believed in the Lord" (Acts 9:42). I'hese 'certain 
men" were the "six brethren" of Acts 11=12, and "tl-.ey of the circum­
cision which believed" of Acts 10=45. 

'!. 24-27. "And the morrow a:'ter they ent~red into Caasarea. 
hnd Cornelius w&~ted for them, and had called to­
gether his kinsmen and near friends. 
And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him, and 
fell down at his feet, and ~o~shipped him. 
But Peter took him UP. sayi:1g, Stand up; I myself 
alse am a mar... 
And as he talked with him, he went in, and found 
many t hat were come together ," 

This was about four days after Cornelil.ls he.d seen "an 
angel of God" (!lct'3 10:3), from a cor,siderRtion of verses 9,23,24. 
It is interesting to notice that Gornelius knew about how long it 
would take fer his servants to r aturr. 'I'lith ?e~el" and thr,.t he antici ­
pated no delay. He lcnew that his servants would not delay to do his 
bidding, and he knew that the servant of the Lord. Peter, would not 
delay to do that of his master, consequently "Cornelius waited 
(margin -"was wai tin~") for them, and had called together his kin3­
men and near friends. It is interesting to note also that one 
would expect "the band" of an hundI'ed men of which he was ~he leader 
to do his bidding by reason of his authority to command, but his 
influence by reason of which he was able to call "together his kins­
lllen and near friends" was of another kind. T':1e Centurion who Said 
to Christ, I have "under me soldiers, and I say unto one, Go, and he 
goeth; ~ld to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, 
and he doeth it" (Luke 7:8). 30 could Cornelius, but "kinsmen and 
near friends", could not thus be commanded. One may have this in­
fluence with others, or he may, by a contradictory life, seem as did 
Lot to his kinsmen "one that mocked" (Gen. 19:14). It has been 
~upposed, as once I did, that this centurion of Luke 7:1-10, was 
.J.. ~ntical wi th Cornelius, because of a similarity existing between
 
~hi two, but similarity is not identity. One was of Capernaum, while
 
the other was of Caesarea some fifty miles removed. It would not, of
 
c0urse, be impossible to identify the two as far as this fact alone
 
i~ concerned, since approximately ten years separate the two events 
("co'ded. The Centurion '[lho had such a good report among the Jews 
\~C~pernaum could have been moved to Caesarea and built up the same 
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testimony among the Jews the::,e. I doubt, however, that the Jews 
ware as fond of either after their conversion, as they had been 
before. Of the Centurion of Luke 7:1-10, Christ said, "I ha.ve not 
found so great faith, no, not in Isrgel" (Luke 7:9), and that faith 
in oper9.tion to the glory of God, would not liltely have be"n ""f 
good re901't among all the nation of the Je'1ls" ('..ets 10:22) ten years 
la.ter. This is not what the Jews reported of Paul who "preEcched the 
faith" (Gal. 1:23, according to Pa u I s record in II Cor. 11=2~, and 
Peter's testimony to the converted Jews of his first epistle I that 
th~ ~ame afflictions are accomplished in JOur brethren that are in 
tl1e world" (I Pet. 5=9). Furthermore, Cornelius, the centurion of 
our lesson, did not heve the faith of the centurion of Lul:e 7=9, as 
W~ shall abundantl J prove. 

'f/hen Peter ca"!\e in to C:ornelius, he "fell l:)w at his feet, 
and I"lorshipped. him fl 

• Now what will the so called "Pope of the 
Catholic Chur::h" do now? .fill he set a pattern for all subsequent 
~opes? Will a:l so .called Popes follow the example which Peter now 
sets? 1;'iell, ltlt us see. Ilpeter took him up saying, Stand up; I . 
myself also am a man". If anything cO:.1ld be more sickening than the 
s~ectacle presented when Amerlcans, Qn Visiting the Pope, fallon 
t,1eir fac'Js and kidS his hands of :'eet like a fawnLlg dog, I don't 
know what it could be. Did anyone ever near of ~he Pope using the 
l1nguage of Poter? "Stand u); I mysei..f also am a nan". C-.JuLi one 
i~ag~ne tne apostle Peter being carried through Jerusalem an a 
tb~one carried on the backs of the disciples, like they were oxen? 
~~en the Emperor of Japan was forceu to deny his deity at the con­
clusion of tne war, our papers carried the story to the ends of the 
3arth, when i~ reality the Mikado of Japan never saw the day that 
he WfiS worshipped as is the Pope in Rome. The Pagan Julius Caesar 
afl'll'med hilllSelf a god, while the pope of Rome, denies h:Ls d'31ty and 
receives worship. Of the tV/o, the la.tter ~s t.he most reprehensible.
"Stand 'lp; I myself also am a man". Not only did Pet"r refuse to be 
worshipped, but he refused to le t anyone worship God through him by 
reason of his apostolic office. ~Stand up;". Let your falling 
dovm be before God o~ly, to whom you can say, "My Lord and My God" 
(Jno. 20:28). ''then the disci;>les se.w Jesus "They came and held him 
by the feet, and. worshipped him" (Matt. 28:9); Let no man dare do 
this before one of whom he cannot say, "My Lord and my God ll 

• When 
men said of Paul and 8.J.rnabas ~The gods are come down tel us in the 
lilten'=lss cf men", ?aul sairi, "Sirs, '.my do ye do these things? 'Ne also 
are men of like pa~sions with you, Rnd pr~ach unto r,ou that ye 
should turn from ;hese vanities unto the ~!ving God' (Acts 14:11,15). 
"Thes'3 vanities" and "idols" of I Thess. 1:9, are the same. 'rhe 
whole Romish system i~ a denial of the truth wnich ?aul stated when 
he said, God is not "worship;>ed with men l s hands" (Acts 17:25), 
and a denial that God :an be '?Iorshipped "in spirl.t and in truth" 
(Jno. ~:24). Their practice is proof that their faith cannot be 
exercised in worship without a visible object, thus they walk by 
sight, contrary to the principle of t~uth (II Gor. 5:7). But they 
do not want too much light. Their system operates best in the 
smoky, candle lit, atmosphere of dea~h before the images of suffering,
rendered the more dolorous by the groaning strains of a hidcen organ, 
as some disconsolate musician seeks to capture a little of the spirit 
of the dark ages, hoping to earn his escape from the most severe of 
the purgatorial flames by reason of' his contribution to the spirit 
of sorrow his brethren are so desperately seeking to capture among 
the candlesticks below. The truth speaking in men will say liSt and 
up; I myself also am a man". 

PeteI', as he talked with Cornelius, "found many that were 
come together", who, according to verse 33, were "present before 
God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of God". They 
realize that great issues are envolved. Cornelius has convinced 
them of that. This is the preacher's greatest moment. An interested 
audience; a message of life to deliver, and some who want "0 hear 
it, and a God who is able to redeem his promises. 

v.	 28-29. "And he said unto them, Ye know how that it is an 
unlawful thing for a man that is a J3W to keep 
company, or come unto one of another nation; but 
God hath shewed me that I should not call any man 
common or unclean. 
Therefore carne I unto y 0:.1 without gainsaying, as 
soon as I was sent for: I ask therefore for what 
intent ye have sent for me?" 
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Peter does not evade the issue. He points out the 
attitude of Jew toward Genti19; (Compare Acts 11:3, Gal. 2:12) then 
proceeds to show that his present attitude is the result of what 
"Goe hath shevled me". Later on, Peter acted the hypocrite, for 
which he was ~ebuked by Paul. Ha knew that there was no difference 
between Jew and Gentile af't'9r his experience with Cornelius, yet 
for fear of the Jews he acted as though there were. (Gal. 2:12-13); 
thus his act was hypocritical. Before this knowledge, his attitude 
was not hypocritical because it was had L'1 eincerity, therefore, 
while wrong, it was not hyx::ocritical. Wr.en Peter said, "God hath 
shewed :ne that I should not call any man common or unclean", it 
shows the sen~e in which he understood the words of Acts 10:15, 
II'Nhat God hath cleansed, that c82.1 not thou common". The vision had 
to do with animals, clean and unclean, but the application had to do 
with men, speciri~ally Jew and Genti18; one is not unclean now by 
reason of his nationality. The wall is broken down. "Every creature" 
(Mk. 16:15), "all nations" (Luke 24:47) are included in the gospel 
appeal. Peter now underst~ the scope Of the great commission. 
Hence, t:e said to a Gentile, "Therefore came I ---- I ask therefore 
for what intent ye have sent for me?1I lJeter he.d asked the three 
men sent to him before. "·.'Jhat is the cause wherefore ye are come?" 
(:Iets 10:21), and they had anDwered, "to hear words of thee". Peter 
::lOW repeats the question to tL~,eir master. Peter, en the principle 
of Mk. 13:11, waits for God to tell him what to say in answer to 
the "int.ent ll of Co:'nel'..us, or his purpose in sending for him. God 
had. said ~o Corneliils, "He she.ll t ell thee what thou oughtest to doll 
(Acts 10:6). God will now tell Peter what he ought to say. Nothing 
is left to chance. 

Prepared by:
H. Fre.nk·Port, Minister,
 
Berean 2aptist Church,
 
Houston, Texas.
 
Mar. 4, 1954.
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,/hat :na.de the difference? "The offering" (Gen. 4:3-4). God would 
have done exactly the sgme thing for Cain that he did for Abel, but 
the ~asis of his divine de&ling must be the same. Thus God deals 
\'li th :nen accordin(! to "the ~ff.'efin~s", and in so doing. is 1I'1i thout 
~espect. Now compare II Sam. 14:14, in the light of the words. 
"yet doth he devise :neans that his banished be not expelled from him". 
If one igncl'es the "means". and goes ';0 hell, and anoth'3r regards 
the "means" and g08S to heaven. does this make God a respecter of 
persons? Notice again. concerning Israel in Egypt, "God looked upon 
the ~hlldren of Israel, and God had respect l.t:.'l.tc them" (Ex. 2:25); 
but d1.d God do this by p~.rtial1t1? No, "God remembered his Covenant" 
(Ex. 2:24). His Covenant raqui!'ed the ratification of a sacr-ifice 
(Heb. 13:20), which stood. -:;ypica11y in "A Lamb" (Ex. 12:5), thus. 
"the Lord doth put a difference bet7l'een the EgTtPtians and Israel" 
(2:>:. 11=7). The difference being " a division' (margin - redemotion) 
(=70.8:23). The word "division" is the same word translated "redemp­
tion" in Ps. 111:9; Ps. 130:7. Thus we see that the difference of 
divine dealing is not predica.ted of a "respect of persons ll ;lrilnarily, 
but of a respect of sacrifice, in view of which God can be merciful 
co such as receive it, and judge such as reject it. God toli Moses 
in instructing Israel, " ye shall not respect persons in j1.1dgment" 
(Deut. 1:17); again. "thou shalt r:ot respect persons" (.:Jeut. 16:19); 
E!.~ain "It is not GQod to have :respect of persons in judgment ll (Prov. 
2y.:23). :Ie may thus be as our heavenly Father, since "neither is there 
respect of persons ':lith him" (.2:.ph. 0:9). In tl1e matter of judgment. 

11 ye shall receive the reV/ard of the inheritance: for ye serve t he Lord 
~hris~. tiut he that doeth 1TrOng shall receive for the wrong ~hich 
~e hath done: and there is no respect of "'ersonSl" (Col. 3 :2L~-25). 
Thus, "before the judgment seat of Christ fi t~e Christi!L"1 shall receive 
"according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bs.d" (II Cor. 
~:10), "according to his own labor" (I Cor. 3:91. 

Now Peter says, "of a truth I perceive that God is no
 
rfl:Jpecter of persons!!. The word translated "oerceive ll means "to
 
taxe oagerly;', lito se ize" , "poss ess". etc. To' paraphrase. ?eter is
 
saying, I take eagerly the op~ortunity of declaring the things com­

~anded me upon saeing the application of the principle, that God is
 
~o respecter of persons, to you, of ~!other nation. Pet~r had told
 
in V. 28. how he was convinced of th:s, and upon being convinced, was
 
eager ~o act in applicat~on of tae principle, according to verse 34.
 

Notice now the def~.nition of the word "perceive ll 
• throws 

light on the whole oassage. Since it means lito take eagerly. to seize, 
to possess", etc •• it does not mear: that Peter uttered the words 
which follow because of what te nad seen Cornelius do, which are IIIn 
every na tion he that feareth hilll, and l'Iorketh righteo'J.sness, is 
&ccepted with him". rce A.3.V. r",ads, lIin every nation he that 
feareth him, and YTorketh ri~1teousness 1.s acceptable to him". "fe 
k,10W that redempti-..relT, God' hath macie 'J.oS accepted in the beloved" 
(2ph. 1:6), end thus 'of him (God) are ye in CI--rist Jesus who of God 
is made unto us --- righteousness ll (I Cor. 1:30). "The righteousness 
of God --- upon all them that believe ll (Rom. 3 ;22). Peter does not 
say that this is true of Cornelius. he sL~ply observes the principle 
of the impartiality of God toward men of all nations. but we have 
already proved that Gcd does m~,e a difference as related to sacrifice. 
Just read in proof, the f~llowing scriptures: (Gen. 4:3-4)(Ex. 2:24. 
25)(Ex. C:23)(Ex. 11:7)(11 Sam. 14:14). Th~refore when Peter said, 
"I pe':'cei ve that God is no respecter of persons". he said it in 
con9icierstion of the testimony of "all the pr-ophets" (Acts 10:43). 
3ince this testimony envolved the doath and resurrection of Christ 
(Acts 10: 39-40, and l:his is "the righteousness of God'! revealed in 
the gospel making it "the power of God !,mto Salvation to everyone 
that believeth, to the Jb"W FIRST and also 'ro ~HE GENTILE" (Rom. 1:16­
17), tnen we know that it was regarding this message which Pflter 
"eagerly took" the opportunity of declaring, that made it possible 
for God to publicly demonstrate his impartiali~y "as no respecter of 
persons". How do we know? Because Peter later said, "God made 
choice among us (apostles) that the Gentiles by my mouth should 
hear the word of the gospel and believe il (Acts 15:7). Now notice, 
the impartiality of God in so doing, " and put no difference between 
us (Jews who had believed - Acts H:l7l and them (Gentiles who 
believed) purifyinp; their hearts by faith:' (Acts 15:9). .i'hen God 
thus i1 nut no difference" between Jew and Gentile, upon belief of the 
gospel, he demonstrated the principle of God's word throughout,that 
he is "no respecter of persons". This is true of "every nation il 

• 
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Peter did not say that when he heard how good Cornelius was he per­
ceived this. He is not speaking of Cornelius directly. ne is simply 
calling attention to the ?rinciple of divine impartiality, and 
j~~stifies what he 1s doing on that principle. John said, "everyone 
that doeth righteousness is born of hi:n" (God)(IJno. 2:29). "he that 
dOlJth r:'ghteousness is J:'ighteou~. even as he (Christ) is righteous" 
(I Jno. 3=7). But this 1s what those said to be "free from sin" do 
as "the servants of righteousness" (Rom. 6:18). and results from 
"faith which I'Torketh by love" whi\:h is "In Jesus Christ" (Gal. 5:6). 
Therefore. rater does not say 1!!hat he says in Acts 2:34-35. on the 
basis of what Curnelius had done or was doing. but rather in obser­
vaticm of the prin~ifi19 to which we hav6 referred that "God 1.s no 
respecter of pers~ns',whi~h was applicable to ~ornelius. though a 
Gentile. in consideration of "the gospel" (Acts 15:7). 

Prepared by: 
H. Frank Fort, Minister.
 
Berean Baptist Church.
 
Houston. Texas.
 
Mar. 10. 1954.
 



LESSON #79. 

"THE ACTS OF THE APOSTL2S." 

(.i.cts 10:36-41). 

V.36-37. "The word which God sent unto the children ~f Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:) 
That word, I say, 1e know, which was published 
throughout all Judea, and began from Galilee, after 
the baptism ·..vhich John preached;" 

"The word" here referred to "which God sent unto the child­
ren of Israel, preaCl:ing peace by Jesus Christ" ----- "was published 
tr..ro·;,lghoJ.t all ,Judoa, a:1d began from GalHee, after the baptism which 
,Jehn pre!iched". 'rh~ s does not mean that "preac':l1ng peace by Jesus 
Chris t" began after John quit bap',;i zing, for we read in Jno. 3: 22-24, 
"he (Jesus) tarriod wi th them (his disciples) and baptized; and John 
also 'Nas ba;>tizing in AEnon near to Salim," ----"For John .....as not yet 
cast into prison". Since the preaching "began' from G8.1ilee", and the 
context identifies the occasion as being that of Luke 4:14,18,21, 
compare Acts 10:38: theu, "p~~eaching peace by Jesus Christ ---- began 
from Gali.:ee", not after oJ-ohn quit baptizing, but after Jesus had 
teen bapt~zed by John. This ~s what the words menn, ~hich read, 
"p!'eaching peace by Jesus Christ -- began --- after the be.ptism whiet 
,:oh."1 ?re~ ~hed" • };ot :tce : (1)" God --- preacaing p "lace by Je sas 
ChrIs t" • (2) "7ho word IVas God - -- the word '1las made flesh" (Jno. 
1:1,14). (3) "God was manifest in the flesh --- preac:led unto the 
Gentiles" (I Tim. ;. :16). (4) "God was in Christ reconciling the worle 

unto himself'l (II Cor. 5:.11)' (5) "God --- hath at the end. of these 
days spoken unto us in tis Son" (Heb. 1:1-2) LS.V •• A-;; John's bap­
t~:Jm, the Father said, "This is my beloved Son" (Matt. 3:17). John 
said, "I saw and bare l'ecozod that th~.s is the '-'on of God" (Jno. 1:34). 
The Son said "I speaic to the wO:'ld those things which I have heard 9f 
him --- as my Father hath taught me I speak these things" (Jno. 8:20, 
28). While therefore, "::Zod --- spake in time past unto the fathers 
by the ;Jrophets" (Heb. ::1), he hath "at the end of these days" 
spo:<en "in Son" (Heb. 1:2 margin). 

Peter said tc CorneU.us "That wOl'd, I say, ye know" v. 3.7. 
·,'ihy? Because it had been preached allover the land of Ca."1aan. Paul 
said that "the gospel of peace ---- by the word of God --- went into 
all the earth, and their words unto the end of the world" (Rom. 10:15, 
17,18). Cornelius therefore living within forty milos of where John 
baptized. and within thirty miles of where Jesus had his ordinary 
residenca (Jno. 1:45-L~6), knew "the \'lord which ·Jod sent unto the 
children of Isra~l, preaching peace by Jesus Christ". This preaching 
began by ,Jesus Christ, Just thirty miles from CB~3area. where Cornelius 
'oVa,s <:tationed at the ,,1;ne of our lesson. .lhen "Jesus returned (from 
the Mount of Tem~tat1.()n) in the oower of the Spirit unto Galilee: 
--- therIa Vlent out a fa~e of hi~n.lo thl'lJUgh all the region round about" 
(Luke 4:l1~). "Ie can well understar.d why Cornelius would have heard of 
it. It 1s to this that Peter alludes and not to any experimental 
knowledge of "that word.". 

Notice now the parenthetical statement, "He is Lord of all" 
1n verse 36. Paul asked, "Is he the God of the Jews only? is he 
not also of the Gentiles? Yes of the Gentiles also" (Rom. 3 :29). 
Thus, He isl'Lord of all", and bAS made provision for all, and all are 
therefore obligated b~ God'S provision. But He is also, in some 
sense, "Lord over all (Rom. 10:12), where it can be said that He 
is ".!!:LYou alr"""TBph. 4:6). which, of course, is limited to redemption 
This is clear from Rom. 10:12-12, Gal. 3:28, and Col. 3:11. Notice 
that as "God and Father of all" (Eph. 4:6), he is not such to nall" 
men, but "''all'' in whom GOd dWells. The words, "Lord of all" in A.cts 
1~:36, when compared with Rom. 3:29, are seen to teach that God is 
this, even to the unjustified. Compare, Rom. 3:30. 

1. To be "Lord ever all" means that God exercises himself in
 
behalf of those envolvecr:--"If God be for us" etc. (Rom. 8:31).
 

2. To he "Lord of all" (Rom. 3m) (Act.!! 10:36), means that
 
men are accountable to God, and regardless of what they do in time,
 
must ultimately answer to Him.
 

Thus Peter, while telling Cornelius that "The word which 
God sent unto the CHILDREN OF ISRAEL" was the 'Nord also which God 
was having preached to the G3NTlLES as "Lord 'Jf All", and thus justify 
both alike, (Rom. 3 :30), since He is "no respecter of persons". (Acts 

,1. £1- La. 511$ 2 i.' 
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10:34). Cornelius had alreRdy been informed that the worship out of 
his sincerity had been a "memorial", a reminder (Acts 10:4) of GOd'S 
purpose to visit the Gentiles; it was alse a fulfillment of the 
prophecy "I ,...!~,-l call them my people, which ',vere not my people" 
(Rom. 9:25). Paul said, "Salvation is come unto the Gentiles to 
provoke th<3!U to jealousy" (Rom. 11 :11). Mcses had written, "I (God) 
will provoke you (Israel) to j ealollsy by them (Gentiles) that are 
no people (in your estimat~or.)(Rom. 10:19), while Isaiah prophesied 
(II was found of them that sought me not ... (Rom. 10:20); all these 
with the Hew Testament prophecies constituted "a !'eminder, a "mem­
orial before God" of the time to fulfill his purposes to\vard the 
Gentiles, and Corneliu3, best suited to this purpose, was the person 
to whom lithe word" was sent. 

v.	 38-39. "How God anointed Jesus of Nazal'eth with the Holy Ghost 
and with power; who went about doing good, and healing 
all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was 
with him. 
~nd we are witnesses of all things which he did both 
in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they 
slew and hanged on a tree;" 

In this verse lVe have the tri-uni-:::y of the Godhead. 
(::..) "God"; (2) "Jesus"; (J) "noly Ghost". C::omoare \vith Luke L.:18: 
(I) "Th'e Spir1t"j"{2")"The Lord"; dJ "Me". This is quoted from 
Isaiah 01:1. Notice: (1) "T:le Spirit";l2) "the Lord God": (J) "Me" 
Now when di1 this annointing take place? Not at Nazareth, because 
Jesus said, "The spirit of th~ Lord is upon me, because he hath 
anointed me" (Luke 4:18), but it ts said, in verse 14, lI.rest:i8"'returned 
in the power of the Spirit into Galilee". By this power ~ was 
"healing all that were opp'ressed of the devil: for God was 'GHh him" 
(A.cts 10:38); thus Jesus 'cast out devils by the 3pi:oi.t of Goa" 
U.latt.12:23). And all this VTas dor.e before \vitnesses that "ye might 
believe that Jesus is ';he Christ (the anointed) the Son of God" (.rno. 
2J:31); thl1S Pa',.1l said "Th:!.:! thiag was not done in a corner" {Acts 
26:26; thus Peter could se.y ";le (apostles) are witnesses of ALL THINGS 
which he did" (.l.cts 10:39) as he "went about doing good" after "God 
(the Father) anointed Jesus --- with the Holy Ghost and with power" 
(~cts 10:38). T~us Pe~er speaks only of the public testimony of 
the Father, to the iden~ity of HiS Son. Now where did this begin? 
John the Bllptist had said, "I kne", him not, but that he should be 
made man:l.f8st to Israel, therefore am I come baptizir.g with water" 
(Jno.l:3l). Why? for "he that sent rite to ba!'tize with water, the 
same said unto me, upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and 
remaining on him, the same is he ---- I saw and bare record that this 
is the Son of God" (,Tno. 1:33-34). ~1here did .rohn see this'l "Jesus 
when he was baptized --- the Spirit of Godu descended, lighting upon 
him, "and 10 a voice from heaven ss:rring, Thi::: is my beloved. Son", 
(Matt. 3:16-17). Notice (1) "Jes'Js'; (2) "Tr.e SWirit"j and (3) 
Someone in hea'len saiTing "This is & beloved-Son (Thus the Father). 
"These three are one' (I .rno. 5:7). 'rhese three are the "us" of 
(Gen. 11:7). The universe bears ~ltnAss to this tri-unity of being 
so that "the inVisible things of h:'.m from the creation of the world 
are clearly seen being ur.derstood by the things that are made, even 
his eternal power and GOcihead" (Rom. 1;20). Get this: .resus was 
"made like to corruptible manu (Rom. 1:23), as (Rom. 8:3) proves 
God sent his own "Son in the 11kenE>ss of sinful flesh". Again, he 
"was made in the likeness of men" (Phil. 2: 7> • .Iha t would be the 
difference between "like to corruptible man" and the likeness of 
sinful flesh"? Man in his foolish heart, conceived the former, 
'::hile God by his power, and according to his wisdom did the latter. 
7he Son said to the Father, "a body hast thou prep,ared me" (Heb. 10:5); 
"the body (not of the Father but) of .resuSChrist I (!Ieb:-10:10), "that 
~oly thing" (Luke 1:35). ·fr.us we have "The power of the Highest U 

(Luke :.:35), employing a virgin to ;'bring forth a Son" (Luke 1:31), 
to be "called the Son of the Highest" (LUke 1:32). oJO once again 
';"Ie learn how "these thrse are one" (1 JnO. 5:?): (1) "The Hillhest", 
The Lord God. (2) "The Son of the Highest" Jesus, (Luke 1:31,32); 
and (3) "The power of the Highest", The Holy Ghost, (Luke 1:35). 
['ms .resus said, "My Father ---- me -r.- the Holy Ghost" (.rno. 20:21-22). 
Tohn said "These three are oneil ~ino. 5:7>. 

Men have no difficulty understanding how "two shall become 
" (Eph. 5:31), or how a multitude "all may be one" (Jno. 17:21), 
lout the member. being identical, butt1iey talk--or-"three gods" 
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if we believe the Son to be distinct from the Father when ~e says 
"Us" (Jno. 1'/:21): ifpather, ~, ill!,'!. The logic of these ini'idels 
would ~epudiate space because it takes three dimensions to constitute 
it; tney would reject the light because it takes three rays to 
constitute one light. Just as space can not be without three dimen­
sions, just as light cannot be wlthout three rays, just so, cannot 
God be vrithout thl'ee persons. The "us" of Gen. 1:26, is the same 
in essence and attributes, but distinguishable in expression. That 
is, the Pather is not the Son, and the Son is not the Father, but 
there cannot be a Pather without a Son, nor a Son without a Fa~her, 
any more than there can be a husband without a wife and vice versa. 
'Jhile one CRnnot exist without the other, who would contend tt~t they 
are identical? Goe has been from ell eternity and nothing essential 
to his being was laCking in Father, Son or Holy Spirit. But the 
redemption of man required more than what God was or is in the mere 
fact of His beir.g. That which was essential to human redemption, God 
"R:-epared" (Heb. 10:5). That which God "preparedu was essential to 
human redemption, but not essential to God's being, yet 'the only God 
some religionists know is 1'.7a1'Y ' s "first born son --- called Jesus" 
(I;latt. 1:25); while the scriptures teach that liThe Son of the Hie;hest" 
was i.ncar-nate in h.6D llflrst born Son", thus God, the Son, '/Ta.s "manife'3t 
in the flesh" (I Tim. 3:16) through which "Th~ Father" ---- "in the 
body of his (the Son) t~ through de!lth" (Colo 1:19,22) is able to 
reconcile the world (1.1. Cor. 5':19). Thus in our (1) "God" sent 
"the word" (Acts lO~3t), compare Jno. 1:1,14. (2) "God anointed 
jesus" v. 38. (3) "Gcd was with r.iln" V. 38. (~) "Him God :'aised up 
---- and showed him openly" V. 40. "lho is the 'him"? Who is God? 
'rhe answer is simple, "The Father sent the S"n" (I Jno. 1~:l4). The 
Son said to the i<'ath~r, "Thou ;1.ast sent me into the wo::'ld' (Jno. 17:18) 
Thus by comparing scripture with scripture, We see that "Godl! in the 
scriptures above enumerated, refers vo "the Father" while the pronoun 
"him" refers to "The Son". 

V.	 40-41. "Him God·rai:;led ~p the·th1Pd da1, and shewed him openly; 
Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before 
of God, even to us, who ci1d eat and drink with him 
after he rose from the dead. 1I 

Peter sal~ ""Ie .lre witnesses of all things which he did" 
in v~rse 39, and in verse 41, he says that these witness6s were 
"chosen before of' God", that; is before the "all things" of v/i,ich 
they ~ere witnesses hAd been done. Peter speaks of the ~ V. 39 
and tne resurrection, V. 4o, which became the saving messa~e to all 
Nho believe in the deity of the person who did this. The all things II 
bare witness to this identity. This happened in the land where Jesus 
should .b.ave been ,~elcom6d I'the land of the Jews') V. 39. ~oI'nelius 
must have wondered how the Jews could have done ~oward Jesu2 as they 
did, when he was so desirous of having more light concerning the ~ill 

of God himself. But this deSire is to be satisfied, while the reject­
ors of the light must eventuate in darkness for those who ~ould not 
have it. The scene is changing. 

P1'epared by: 
H. Prank Fort, •.linister,
 
Berean Baptist Church,
 
Houston, Texas.
 
Mar. 18, 1954.
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"TH3 ACTS OF THE APOSTLES". 

(Acts 10:42.) 

v.	 42. "And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and 
to testify that it 1s he which was ordained of God 
to be the Judge of quick and dead. 1I 

Notice that .?eter refers to "the people", and by comparing 
with "whosoever" of verse 43, we see that he speaks of all people. 
and not of the Jews only. Peter says the Lord "commanded us to preach 
--- and to testify that it is he (Jesus) which was ordained of God 
to be the Judge of quick (living) and dead". This preaching began at 
~entecost, because it was to begin after the resurrection of Christ, 
V. 40. Christ had said "after that he ---- had given cOi1IlllB.ndments 
unr.o the apostles whom he had chosen" (.~cts 1:2). Notice "had chosen" 
t;hus agreeing with "'lI'itnesses chosen before ll of Acts lO:41,"that is, 
before the occurrence of the things to which they were to bear witness; 
Chr~st said, "they should not de{lart from Jerusalem, but wait for the 
promise of the Father" ('icts 1:4), which was "power ll (Acts 1:8), in 
cCD."lection with the baptizm "with (in) the Holy Spirit" (.cts 1:5), 
accord~ng to the p,rophecy of John the Baptist (Jno. 1:33). The 
ap03~l'3s were to 'tarry in Jerusalem" where Christ said III send the 
promise of the Fathsr upon you" (Luke 2L:49), for it 'vas there that 
IIrepentance and remission of' sins" were 'to be preached for the first 
time accordi;"lg to tne commissicn which included "all nations" (Luke 
2J.j.:47), "all nations" (Matt. 28:19), lIevery creature" (Mk. 16:15). 
Prior to t;his Christ said, "Go not into the way of the Gentiles and 
into any ot: the Sam3ritans ll (hiatt. 10:.5>. Peter, therl9fore, refers 
to the commandment which ir:volved all "the people", thus the Gentiles, 
~hen he ~ttgred the words of our text, V. 42. The apostles were to 
preach that he, whom men "slew" and God "raised up" was "ordained of 
God 1:.0 be the Judge of quick and dead". It is of him Paul speaks as 
'The Lord, the r:!.gh·teous Judge" (II Tim. 4:8), He sa~d, itThe Lord 

Jesus Christ --- shall judge the quick and t;he dead at his appearing 
ar:cl his Kingdom". ':'ha word "quick" means to "live", thus He shall 
5'ldge the "living and the dead". Paul said, "God --- will judge the 
',70r-ld in righteousness by that men whom he hath ordained" (Acts 17:30­
31). Peter speakin~ of Christ f ~ sdd, "It is he which is ordained of 
God to ::;e the jl.O.dge (Acts lO:¥). Jesus said, "The Father --- hath 
cJw~itted all Judgmant unto the Son lt (J~o. 5:22). Now notice three 
expressions of the term "Q,uick and the dead". 

1. "He (Jesus of Nazareth V. ,)8) was ordained of God to be 
the Judge of Quick and delld" (Acts 10:42). 

2. "The L01'd Jesus Christ who shall Judge the quick and dead 
at his appearing and his kingdom" (II T:!.m. 4:1). 

3. :'The Gentiles (who are lost V. 3) --- shall give an 
account to him that is ready to Judge the '<'1.1ic\l; and the dead" (I Pet.
4: 5). 

The expression "Quick and the dead" has a two-fold application. 

I. It applies to the saved. Paul wrote of "t~ey t1".at are Christl s" 
(I Cor. 15:23). "',ole (saved) shall not all sleep die) but we shall 
gll be changed --- the dead (saved) shall be raised --- and we (living 
saved) shall be changed" (I Cor. 15:51,52). 19ain, "The dead in Christ 
shall rise ----Then we which are alive and :oemain shall be caught up" 
(I Thess. 4:16-17). ThUll Paul ~i'rote "To this end Christ both died 
and rose --- that he migl-.t be Lord both ()f the dead a~d living" (Rom.
14:9). Here the expression again is limited to the saved for Paul 
58-id, "Hone of us (whom "God hath r&Ceived" V. 3) liveth to himself 
and no manv(of us) dieth to hL~self. For whether wevlive, we live 
unto the L rdj and whether we die, ~ d:!.e unto the~8rd: whether we 
l;.ve therePore, or die, we are the Lord'S (Rom. 14:7-8). Now notice " 
Christl s relation to these as JUdge,""'For we shall all stand before 
the judgment seat of Christ" (Rom. 14:10).--In II Cor. 5:10, we read 
of those who "walk by faith" ----"~ mus"C &11 appear before the judg­
,nent seat of Christ". The context Shows clearly that the subjects of 
t:lis judgment are the children of God, not of the world, for Paul says 
"Qod --- hath given us the earnest of the spirit" (II Cor. 5:5). 
Notice now, "the dead" in this connection are those from the number 
of the saved who have died, that is "our outward man perish" (II Cor. 

:16), "our earthly house of this tabernacle --- dissolved" (II Cor.
 
'1), yet ··we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ"
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«( Cor. 5:10) (Rom. 14:10). Thus, the expression "The quick and the 
dead" applies to the saved. The JUdgmant of Him who is ordained of 
God to jUdge the saved is executed in two ways: 

1.	 As a chastening it is designed to be corrective and 
remedial, that those thus chastened might exercise "Godly 
~orrow unto repentance" (II Cor. 7:10), and reap the 
peacable fruit of ri~teousne~H~1I (Heb. 12:11), by 

being th'IlS "exercised. For this Peter says "The time 
is come that Judgment must b egir. at the house of God 
ill!. uu ~---rignteous" (I Pet. 4:17,18). 

2.	 As a rewarding. (1) lIevery one me.y receive the things 
done in his body (trous while liVing) according to that 
he hath done, I"lhether it be good or bad" (II Cor. 5:10). 
(2). "The reward of the inheritance" (Col. 3:24). 
(]). "reward according to his labor" (I Cor. 3:8). 

Thus Paul said "JUdge nothing before the time, until tthe Lord 
~ ----then shall every man have pre.ise of God ll (I Cor. 4:5).
Then "If any :nan's work abide which he hath built thereupon (Christ 
a3 the f"ou;'ldation, '1. ll~ he sh1.:i..l receive a reward. :f my man's 
work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be 
saved" 0 Cor. 3:14-15). Thus acilIid ca;'1 see that the Judgment in 
question is of the children of G·od exclusively. Now notice again 
what Paul said, liTo this end Chr:'.st beth died and rose ---- that he 
might be Lord both of the dead and U,.,ing ii t:tom. 11~:9). Since "He 
was	 delivered for our effences and raised again .for our jU3';ification" 
(Rom. 4:25), we understand why Pat 1 could say "Our L2rd J"esus Christ, 
who	 diec for us, that whether ~e wake or s19~, we snotild live to­
gether Vii th him. ''lherefore comfort yeursel ves together, and edify 
onB	 another, even as also ye doll (r Thess. 5:10-11). Paul had said, 
":i..et us not sleep, as do others: but let us watch and be sober" V. 6. 
But	 :'e did not say that their salvation depended on this as 90% of 
the	 religi::lus world teaches. ·dhat is the basis of obeying the 
commandment ".,herefore comt'ort oue another" (I Thess. Lj.:18)0 Thess. 
5~ll)? In the first case "If' ':/e b'31ieve that Jesus died and rose 
again" (I Thes.;. 4:14>. In the second IIJesus --- died for us that 
',,,hether we wake or sleap, we should live together with !limtl (I Thess. 
5:10). Do you know of any religious sect ths.t ever dared to comfort 
i:;' s devotees ','lith --- "these r/ords tl (I Thess. 4:18). 

II. The words, tlQuic~ !md the daad" apply also to the s;>iri tual
 
3ta·I;e of men. Paul said, We were de9.d in sins" (Eph. 2:5). This is
 
descriptive of :nan said to be--rrw'Ithout Chriet" (E;Jh. 2:12). Thua
 
.fohn VTrote "He that hath not the Son of God h~th not life" (I Jno.
 
5::,2). Ci"..rist said, "1 am come that they might have life" Uno. 10:
 
10). f1e who has it "is passed from death" (Jno. 5:24). "He that
 
~8.th the Son hath life" (I Jno. 5:12). Thus 'vhsn one who has been
 
"dead in trespasses and sins" ('::ph. 2:1) is "quickened" (Eph. 2:5),
 
he is "alive unto God" (Ro,n. 6:11), and "alive from the dead" (Rom.
 
6:13). ./hen Luke wrote that "!ie (God, in relationship W"J.th his
 
people) is not a God of the dead, but of the living: for all live
 
unto himll (Luke 20:38), he referred to "The children of God, being
 
the children of the resurrection" (Luke 20:.:;6), exactly the same
 
class:l.fication of man referred to by Paul when he said, "':'1e live
 
unto the Lordll (Rom. 14:8). 'l'his is true only of "the children of
 
God" (Ro~. 14:3)(Luke 20:36).
 

1.	 So to be "Q.uick" (to li ve) in this sense is to have 
spiritual life. 

2.	 To be "dead" is to be "without Christ", and thus IIdead 
in sins~·ro sum up: "He that hath the Son hath life, 
and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life" 
(I Jno. 5: 12 ) • 

Remember that Paul said that the .tLord Jesus Christ --- shall 
j'.1dge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his Kingdom" 
(II Tim. 4:1); he thus refers to what "the righteous Judge shall 
give me at that day" (II Tim. 4:8) when "all them that also love his 
appearingll shall be rel'1arded, (same verse) '"hich of course, would be 
limited to the saved. "That dayll refers to the time, lI a t his appear­
In~", when rewards shall be I?iven according to fai thfulness, at 
TT"the Judgment seat of Christ (II Cor. 5:10), while "His KirlJ2:dom't is 
the sphere, wherein the authority that inheres in lI a crown" (II Tim. 
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~:8)(I Thess. 2:l9)(I Cor. 9:25), may be exercised when uWe shall 
reign on the earth" (Rev. 5:10). The expression "Judge the auick 
and the ~Il, in the light of the cuntext seems to indicate"that 
Paul refers to the saved and the lost, but for many reasonS this 
cannot be so. (1) The act of the judge is specifically related to 
lIa ll them that love his appearing", V. 8. Paut said in V. 13, "The 
Lord --- will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom". Paul evidently 
believed that he would exercise the power of the II crown - -- which the 
Lord the righteous judge, shall give me" V. 8. Again, Ilthe dead" in 
a spiritual sense, and in it's final, punitive form, shall not be at 
IIhis kingdom ll 

, but after "he shall have delivered up the kingdom to 
God even the Father" (I Cor. 15:24), as one can see by comparing with 
Rev. 20:11-14 ). 

1. rlhen resurrection ends with "the dead" who are such by 
reason of being "without Christ", "whose naIlleS are not written in the 
book of life", according to the record of (Rev. 20:11-12), "the 
Kingdom" Shall have been previously t1delivered up to God even the 
Father", therefore the judgment of "the deadll at the appearing of 
Christ 15 Kingdom, cannot be the judgment of t he wicked dead. To sum 
'lP: 

1.	 "The dead" of (II Tim. 4:1) are to be judged "at --- his 
Kingdom ll 

• 

2.	 "The dead" of Rev. 20:12-13) are judged after "He shall 
have delivered up fl-1S Kingdom to --- the Father". 

?bus Peter and the other witnesses were to preach and to 
testify that God had ordained "Jesus of Jazareth", liTo be the Judge 
of quick and dead". 

1. "Q.uick and dead" in a spiritual sense. 
2. 'lQ.uick and dead" in a physical sense. 

If "alive unto God" vIe shall be with Christ forever (Rom. 
6: 13) (Jno. 17: 24) • 

If "dead in sins", fnen forever separated from him •. (2ph. 
2:1)(II Thess. 1:8-9). 

Prepared by: 
H. rrank Fort, Minister,
 
Berean Baptist Church,
 
Houston, Tex.
 
Mar 25, 1954.
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LESSON 1181. 

"THE ACTS OF THE APCSTLES". 

(Acts 10:43-48). 

v.	 43. "To him give all th9 prophe ts witness, that 
through his name whosoever believeth in him 
shall receive remission of sins." 

Peter had said, "We are witnesses of all things which he 
did", having reference to the "witnesses chosen before of God" v. 39, 
~l, who were the "apostles ---- his '.'itnesses of these things tT 

iActs 5:29,32), according to the promise "ll ---- shall bt:3ar wi'Cness 
because ye have been with me from the beginning" (Jno. 15:27). "The 
apostles whom he had chosen --- ye shal:' be witnesses" (A.cts 1 :2, 8), 
"them that heard him" (Eeb. 2:3), who could say "we have heard -- ­
we have seen" I Jno. 1:1) that whioh "oas "spoken" and"works" which 
were seen:-TJne. 15:22,24). ---- ­

Notice in the context of V. 43, where Petar says, "To 
him give all the prophets wi tnass;', and that of which the apostles 
were witnesses, we see that the message of "reace" v. 36, 'lias based 
on the death and resurrection of Christ, Vs. 39,40. Now wlth this in 
mind, hear Peter concerning the testL;lony of the prophets. He said 
~hey "testified before hand (as the Spirit moved th"m to write ­
II Pet. 1:21), the sufferings of Christ and the glory that sno~ld 
follow" (I .Pet. 1:11), and of those things ?eter said, tIthe things 
---- are now reported unto you by them that have preached. the gospel 
unto you with the Holy Ghoa t sent down f::oom heaven" i I Pet. 1:12) • 
The "Holy Spirit" confirmed the preach~"ng of "the things11l1with signs" 
(M.k. 16:20), as Chriat had promised (J::1o. 15:27). "The Spirit --- and 
ye also". Peter affirms this to be fulfilled ~hrough the ministry of 
the apodtles (Acts 5:29,32), where witness was borne to thB death 
and res'.U"rection of Christ ("ets 5:30,31). Now the question is, how 
did the p~ophets bear witnes3 of tr~~gs which they did not see? 
They did s~e. The saw things which represented the death and resur­
rection of Ghrist. Thus CrU'ist "all things must be fulfilled which 
wer~ written in the law of Meses, and in tbe prophets and in the 
Psalms concerning m.e --- thus it behoo ....ed '::hrist to suffer (die) 
and to riae from the dead the third day,r (Luke 24:44,46). Christ 
reb~ked his apostles for their slowness of perception regarding the 
tes~imcny of the prophets "all that tc.e prophets have spoken, ought 
not Christ to ha.ve sufi'eredlt 

, etc. (Luke 2i.p25,26). Christ said, 
" ye search the scriptures --- they are they which testify of me" 
(Jno.5:3'7); "!doses wrote of me" (Jno. 5=46).I'hus ?aul said "The 
holy scri.9tures --- are able to malee thee wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus" (II Tim. :):15). They declllred "how 
that Christ died for our sins --- and that he rose again" II Cor. 15: 
3,4). Thus "the righteousness of vod" was "witnessed by the law and 
the prcphets" (Rom. 3:21). These scriptures are conclusive that the 
prophets bare witness by the ":da~ of figurel! ("Iar-ginal foot note ­
(I Cor. 10:11), which \1hile the shadow of good things to ,~omell was 
"not the vary image of those things" (Heb. 10:1). Nevertheless, it 
was "a figure --- until :;he time of reformation" (Or "setting things 
right") (Heb. 9 :9-10i; I!;;'igures of the time" (Heb. 9:24) -Rere those 
things by means of which t he prophets were said to be witnesses. 
'l'hus Paul said, "I continue --- Witnessing --- none other things 
boon those which the prophets and ~ did sa] should come" (.\cts 
26:22), specifically, "'l'hat Christ should suffer and that he should 
be the first that should rise from the dead" (icts 26~23). Thus 
"Abraham~ whom Christ said, "Rejoiced to see my day" (Jno. 8:56), 
II rece ived him in a figure" (Heb. 11:19). Thus "The :::'pirits of the 
pr')phets are subject to the prophets" (I Cor. 14:32), so are we to 
"Try the spirits whether they are of God" (I Jno. 4:1). If it is the 
tr~th, then it will tind corroboration by the te3timony of both 
prophets and apoatles that ".Jesus Christ is come in the _['lesh" II Jno. 
4:2;; "That Jesus is the Son of God ll (I Jno. 5:5), that he was Il put 
to death in the nesh, but guided by the sp1rit ll (I Pet. 3:18). The 
law witne3sed this in types and shadows and figures. The prophets 
in giving the meaning of the law, found Jesus there, thus Jesus said, 
"'rhey are they which testify of me" (Jno. 5:3'1), and Paul said, "The 
law was our school master to bring us to Christ, that we might be 
j~stified by faith" (Gal. 3:24). 

Now with these last words before us, read the text, "To 
hi~ Dive all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever 
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!?l!..lieveth in him shall receive the remission of sins ll 
• (Acts 10:43). 

Compare II Tim. 3:15. "th.,:,ough faith which is in Christ Jesus" a.!ld 
Rom • .3:22. "The righteousness of God is --- upon all them that 
believe". This is the universal testimony of the prophets and cannot 
be \vrong. The testimonies of i~braham (Rom. 4:::'-5). David (Rom. 4:6­
7>. and Paul (Rom. 4:23-25--5:1-2.9.10) confirm it. It is "By grace­
through faith --- not of \Yorks" (E?h. 2:8-9). m&kin~ the "promise 
!lure" (Rom. 4:16). thus "according to the promise" ,Gal. 3:29), which 
wa" to be "given to them that believe" (Gal. 3:22) "so then they which 
be of faith are blessed with faithful (believing) Abraham" (Gal. 3:9). 
Thus "the sacrifice" \Vas "foreseeing that God would justify the 
hea.then (Gentiles) through fa~th" (Gal. 3:8). and Peter, to the 
Gentiles.~onfirmsche testimony of the scriptures. wherein the 
prophets gave their testimony and witnessed in the ~. figures, 
and shadows of "good things to come". (Heb. 10:1). 

v.	 44-48. "While Pe'ter yet spake t':1ese words •.the Holy Ghos t 
fell or. all them which ~eard the Vlord. 
tnd they of the circumcision which believed were 
astonished. as many as came w~th ?eter, because 
that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift 
of the Holy Ghost. 
For they heard them 3peak with tongues, and magnify 
God. Then answered Peter, 
Can any man forbid water, that these should not be 
baptized. which have received the Holy Ghost as well 
as we? 
:~nd hE' commanded them to be baptized in the name of 
the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days~ 

"While FeteI' yet spake these words". A death struggle 
~oes on in the ranks of those who teach, that baptism saves by the 
remission of sins, in trying to prove that Cornelius received the 
::011 Ghos t before he had time to belIeve, thus proving that according 
co what we, as Baptists teach, he could net have been saved at the 
t:,me "the HOly Ghost fell on all them ll ..ie shall prove that the 
effort is a death struggle. death for those who thus struggle. Acts 
1l:15 is used to pr'Jve the theor1' "As! b~g!Ul to speak, the Holy 
Ghost fell on them". The \vards as I began to spe ak ll 

, are used to 
shew that they could not nave believed. since Ceter had Just started 
3pealdng. Notice all the text "IlS I b egan to speale, the Holy Ghost 
fell on them, AS ON US at the teginning --- for as much then as God 
gave them the like sift ~ he did unto ~s who believed on the "ord 
Jesus Christ", et~. ('.cts 11:15,17>. If the Lord gave the Gentiles 
the Holy Spirit ~eliuf and ~o the Jews who believed~ by what 
pre-cess of reasoning could one reach the conclusion that -'God gave 
them the like gift as he did unto us (Jews) who believed on the Lord 
Jesus Ghrist?" or "as on us at the beginning". '·lhatever heppened, it 
reminded ?eter of something tl-.e Lord had said, "Then remembered I the 
wGrd of tL1e Lord how that he se.id --- ye shall be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit" (hets 11:16). This promise was "ye shall be baptized 
wi t_1 the Holy Ghost" (Acts 1:5). At the time Christ uttered these 
·,'1or::l.s he said he referred to "the promise --- ye have teaI'd of me" 
(1ctS 1:4). John prophesied this a number of times, but Christ said 
"He chat believeth or. me, as the scri?ture hath said, out of his belly 
shall flow rivers of living water. (But this he spake of the Spirit, 
which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was 
not yet given) (Jno. 7:38-39>. This promise was "as the scripture hath ­
said." The~ of Pen~f3._«9s~_ saw the ~ult:'.l11ment oC"that which waIL 
sp9..li..enb;L the ))rophet Joel" (A-cts-'2:1b) r Thus "as the scripture hath 
said" (Jno. 7:38')as't6the miracu.lous support of tl:J.e apostolic 
witnessing, 'IThe Holy Ghost is come upon you" (A.cts 1:13); "Thoy were 
all filled with the Holy Ghost" (1cts 2:4), and this according to the 
"Pro;:1ise of the Father" (Acts 1 :4), as God said, "I will pour out of 
my ::ipirit upon all flesh" (Acts. 2:17). 

Now Peter said concerning Cornelius and cOlllpany, "The 
Holy Ghost fell on them. as on us a~ the beginning --- who believed 
on the Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts 11, 15,17). Of course, if the Holy 
Spirit fell on unbelievers, it was not as at the beginning, but it 
was; therefo::oe Corneli~s believed at the time "the Holy Ghost fell" 
Acts 10:44). Then what do the words "as I began to speak" (/~C-:;S 11:
 
l~) mean? Notice that Peter lIexEounded it (the visit to the Gentiles)
 
II" 'Jrder ll (Acts 11:4>, CornelluB had said "We are all here present
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before God to hear all things that are commanded thee of' God" 
(Acts 10:33). The all things consisted of "preaching peace by 
Jesus Christ", a.ccording to that to which "all the prophets Witness" 
(~c~s 10:36,43) and some other things to which the proohets did not 
,.vitn9ss{, "baptism" for ini3tance, '.'.hich stood bef'n'e a "~alk in newness 
of life' (Rom. 6: 4), This two fold division of truth,"ilito that 
which saves, and that which governs the walk of the saved, is found 
:;hrou~hout God's word. Notice an B7.a:nple. Pa:J.l "spake unt" the 
woman (Acts 16:13) on the basis of wiut he said, Lydia "worshipped 
Ged --- whose heart the Lord cpened that she attended wltothe thjngs 
which were spoken of Paul: l

• Amon~ th:l.se "things" after she became a 
worshipper, (compare Jno. 9:35-38;, was t~e command to be baptized. 
In being bapti zed, she said to Paul "If ye have ~udged me to· be 
faithful to the Lord" she aslced Paul and Silas t~. abide in her house. 
Thus we see the distinction b~tween the truon by which she became a 
worshipper, and ~he truth by which i3he was judged to be faithful to 
t:le Lord. EXEctly so was the tr:J.~h made knO\'Tn to PaUl, "These things 
\'laich tnou hast saen tl (!\.cts26:16), which later he "declar~d first" 
(I Cor. 15:3), by which men were "begotten" (I Cor. :1 and second 
"those things in the which I will appear urito thee" Acts 26:16). 

1. "These thin~sll were in answer to the c~~estion "':~fho art thou?" 
(Acts 9:5), and in the believing of which there is salvation (Acts 
16:31)(I Jno. 5:1). 

2. "Those thin£l:stl were in answer to the question "~~bat ",iIt 
thou ha ve me to do 1" ( ~cts 9: 6) in obedience to which we "walk and 
---- please God" (I Thess. 4:1). 

'rherefore the words lias I b ee:an to speakll (Actll 11:15) 
!:'.nd "while Peter yet spake these ;",ords" (Acts 10:41+), refer to "The 
'liord ---- pree.chl~lg Reac6", acco!'din~ to the testi:nor.y of "all the 
pro;J'1ets" (Acts 10:30,43) which was T;1.e word of the gospel" (Acts 
15;7), and not the-cO~T.~ndments r(iv~n to believers, by whi~h they are 
to "::!alk by ra1tht~ (!I Cor. 5:7) Gol. 2:6)(Gal. 5:25). Sons, then 
servants, is the New Testalnent order. "Born again", then;-'fwalk as 
dear children". ­

NOI'T the proof of the above order of truth. Peter in 
testifying at Jerusalem ~cncerning his Villit to the Gentiles said, 
"ilIan and brethren ye know how --- God made choice among '.lS that the 
Gent:les by my mo~th should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 
And God which knoweth the hearts, bare them Witness, (Gentiles) 
giVing them the Holy Ghost ev~n as r~ did unto Ullj ~nd pu~ no differ­
ence between us and them, pur:..rr.ing thdir hearts by fai th" (..tcu 15: 
7-'1). Notice (1) ?hey were to 'hel".r the :vOl:'d of the os 91 and be­
lieve ll ; (2) "Gl)d --- knowet.h the hear~s; 3 bare them witness". 
How? "Giving them the Hcly Ghost even as he did U,"'lto us" (Who? Jews 
t1 who believed"Acts 11:::'7, thus to Gentiles "who believed'l). U~) 
t1;;lt~rify their hearts by -'-'aith". This is the oreier of tr:J.th as' re­
hearsed --- by ordeI'II (Acts 11 :4) { thus agreeing wi th the orde:~ of 
truth as rehearsed in(Acts 15=7-91. 

:~ow hear the testimony of Acts 10:44-46. "The Holy Ghost
 
fell on all them that h3ard the word" (Ther~fore at the tbe He fell
 
they had "hsard", not were beginning to hear some word, and since
 
Peter sa.ys-rt"Ts " the word of the ;rospel (.cts 15: 7), we know what
 
they had "~" at the time "the Holy Gllsct felL), and they of
 
the circumcision 'Rhich believed ....ere aston1shed ---becliuse that on
 
the Gentiles al30 was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost". For
 
(this is how on this cccasion they knew; they (the six believing-Jews)
 
heard them (the believing Gentiles) sgeak with tongues and magnify
 
God". Now since God thus "bare them wltness", wha.t 'Na.S the twof'old
 
conclusion baaed on ',1hat the believing "'ews sa.w? (1) That "God also
 
to the Gentiles granted repentanc.~ unto life" (Acts 11:18), and (2)
 
that "God which knoweth the he!irts ---- pu.t no 1ifference between
 
us and them purlfylr.g r.heir ;'learts by faith" (-lets 15:e-9), and (J)
 
that they knew thi9 by the :r.anner in which "God --- bare them witness"
 
(Acts 15:8), since the p:::oomise was to them "that believe on him"
 
( Jno. 7: 39) •
 

~e conclude ~rom the foregoing that Cornelius was not a
 
penitent believer (Acts 11:18 - Acts 15:7-9) before Peter preached
 

ll:\e word of the p.;ospel", trwhereby thou and all thy house st.all be
 
Su..Ved" (Acts 11 :14), and that God bal'e him w1t;ness, on belieVing,
 
b~b he had granted repentance, and pur1£ied his heart, in a manner
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discernible to lthe believin3 ,Tews that he had done it before. Peter 
said "Can any man forbid water that these sho'..:ld not be baptized 
wnich have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?" So we have 
(1) "repentance" (Acts 11:18)j (2) "believe the gospel" (Acts 15:7)j 
() "purified hearts" (Acts 15:9) j (4) Witness borne to this purity 
of heart for the observation of others (.:cts 15:8)j (5) baptism 
followin~ all these "He commanded them to be baptized in the neme of 
the Lord' • This is the truth. Anything contrary to this order is 
error, and it is not of God, for "God is not the author of confusion, 
but of peace". Peace reigns when t he word of God is rightly divided, 
according to the above order, agreement is found with the testimony 
of all the prophets that "':Jhosoever believeth in him shall receive 
the remission of sins" (Acts 10:43). 

Prepared by:
H. Frank Fort, Minister,
 
Berean naptist Church,
 
Houst,:m, Tax.
 
Mar. Jl, 1954.
 




