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thinking is corrected, and the evidence of that correction manifested in obedience 
to the commandment to "do works meet for repentance" (Acts ZO::U - Acts Z6:Z0), 
which is a cessation of evil practices. 

Z. "Faith toward our .Lord Jesus Christ", in consideration of which we are 
declared "forgiven" (Luke 7:48,50), and reckoned "righteous" (Rom. 4:3,5,9, Z4), 
in evidence of which we are commanded to be "filled with the fruits of right
eousness" (Phil. 1:11). Notice carefully: 

a. "Fndts worthy of repentance" (Luke 3:8) 1S to "abhor that which is 
evil" (Rom. lZ:9), "put off concerning the former conversation" (behavior) 
(Eph. 4:ZZ), "Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness" (Eph. 
5: 11). "make not provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof" (Rom. 13: 14). 

b. "Fruits of righteousnese" (Phil 1: 11), "cleave to that which is good" 
(Rom. lZ:9), "Put on the new man" (Eph. 4:2.4), "walk as the children of light" 
(Eph. 5: 8), "walk in love" (Eph. 5:Z). "With good will doing service" lEph. 6:7). 
"Walk by faith" (n Cor. 5:7). Thus are the children of God "justified by works'" 
(James Z:Zl). The allen sinner is justified when he repents and believes the 
gospel. The children of God are justified in the fruits of the changed mind, and 
believing heart. God purifies the heart by faith (Acts 15:8-9). The believer 
purifies himself by the walk of faith. Paul never failed to distinguish between 
the two justifications; as to the justification of the ungodly he plainly said. 
"To him that worketh not but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for righteousness" (Rom. 4:5), but as to the justification of the 
godly. he said, "To him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace. but 
of debt" (Rom. 4:4), for "Every man shall receive his own reward according to 
his own labor" (1 Cor. 3: 8). 

1. The first is "of faith that it might be by grace" (Rom. 4:16). 
II.	 The second is "In Jesus Christ ----- faith which worketh by love" 

(Gal. 5: 6). 

Prepared by: 
H. Frank Fort, Minister,
 
Berean Baptist Church,
 
Houston, Texas.
 
Sept. Zl. 1955. 
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'Acts ZO: ZZ .Z8) 

V.	 ZZ·Z4. "And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, 
not knowing the things that shall befall me there:" Save that the llIo1y Chost witnesseth in every city, saying
 
that bonds and afflictions abide me.
 

I

I But none of these things move me, neither count :t my
 
life dear unto myseU, so that I might finish my course
~ 
with joy, and the ministry, which 1 have received of 
the Lord Jesus, to test ify the gospel of the grace of Cod." 

Paul had'lpurposed in the spirit •••• to go to Jerusalem" (Acts 19:Z1) 
and there, as in our text, the word" spirit" has reference to his own spirit, 
not the Holy Spirit. The spirit by which man "knows" (I Cor. Z:11), "serves". 

1\ (Rom. 1:9), '~worship" (Phil. 3: 3), and "prays" (1 Cor. 14: 14). Because of 
"the bonds and afflictions" V. Z3, which the Holy Spirit had revealed to 
Paw. awaited him, he went "bound in the spirit" V. ZZ. He was not bound or 
deprelled simply because of the "bonds and afflictions" but because of their 
hindrance to the desire of his heart to "finish my course with joy, and the 
lninistry which 1 have received of the Lord Juus to testify the gospel of 
the grace of Cod" V. Z4. As far as thlit'bonds and affliction." themselves 
were concerned, Paul said "none of these things move me (affect me as 
related to my duty), neither count I my life dear unto myseU" V. Z4. He 
said I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the 
name of the Lord Jesus" (Acts Z1: 13). Paul was ready: U) "To preach" 
(Rom. 1: 15) in the spirit of the commission to "every creature" (Mk. 16: 15) 
whether "to the Creeks" or "the Barbarians", "the wise" or "the unwise" 
(Rom. 1: 14). (Z) He was ready to seal his testimony with his blood 
(Acts Zl: 13) if necessary. But notice that his readiness was in the interest 
of that which he had "received of the Lord Jesus" (Acts ZO:Z4), and "for the 
name of the Lord Jesus" (Acts Zl:13). Many are.willing to die for what 
they received from the Popes, or some other man, and for the honor of the 
human founders of their religion, but this is not what Paul was ready to do. 
Paul said to Christians, "unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only 
to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake" (Phil. 1:Z9). Willing to 
suffer "for his' sake" is our''evident token ••• of salvation" V. Z8. Peter 
said "this is thankworthy. if a man for conscience toward Cod endure grief, 
suffering wrongfully" (l . et. Z: 19). "rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers 
of Christ's sufferings •••• U ye be reproached for the name of Christ. 
happy are ye" (1 Pet. 4: 13-14). Here is a case to the point. The apostles 
had been bea ten for their testimony regarding the Christ, and "they 
departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer shame for his name" (Acts 5:41). Therefore, "if any man 
suffer as a Christian let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify Cod on this 
behaU" (I at. 4: 16). "!he fellowship of his sufferings" (?hil. 3: 10), is 
entered into by the children of God when the suffering is endured "for his name 
sake". This was the kind of suffering Paul endured. 

Notice now two things: (1) "Finish my course" and (Z) "the ministry ••• to 
testify the gospel of the grace of God" V. Z4. The course referred to, was 
that of II Tim. 4:7 , "I have finished my course". What was he called to 
finish? We have theanswer in Col. 1:Z5. Aul said. "I am made a minister 
according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil 
(complete) the> word of God". Thus that which Paul was inspired to write, 
added to that which Christ revealed to the other inspired writer" according 
to Jno. 14:Z6. constituted the "all truth" of Jno. 16:13, the "all scripture" 
of n Tim. 3:16. We are not to go ''beyond that which is written" (I Cor. 4:6 
A. S. V.). Paul said, "Therefore brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions 
which ye have been taught, whether by word or our epistle" (II ThesS'. Z: 15). 
The Catholic uses this passage to justify their traditions. This is not what 
Paul said. "The traditions" to which he referred were those taught by the 
apostles, by word, that is speaking, before the thing spoken was put in 
writing, by which tradition bec:ame scripture. The "word" was that spoken 
by inspired men; thus the "tradition I" were inspired messages, before 
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put in inspired writings. The "epistle" referred to was the first epistle 
to the Thessalonians. Reference to "tradition" occurs in the second 
epistle. As the epistle was "our epistle", so the "traditions" were our 
traditions from the same inspired source as "our epistle". Thus ::'aul said 
to the Church at Corinth llhold fast the traditions even as I delivered them 
to youll (l Cor. ll:Z A. S. V.). The word translated "ordinances" heTe in 
the King James Version, is e,:actly the same translated "traditions" in 
(II 1'hell8. Z: 15). An inspired man did the delivering. "I" aul said. 
Now DOtice in II Thess. 3:6, "Now we command you brethren in the name 
of our L o rd Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother 
that walketh disorderly and not after the tradition which he received of us". 
When was this "tradition" delivered? "When we wer;-;Ith you, this we 
commanded you" (II Theas. 3: 10). Thu8""the traditions of which the"apostle 
spoke in a good way, were those delivered by inspired men by "word"(of 
mouth) the truth of which was recorded in "epistles" later. From other k 
kinds of traditions men need to be "redeemed" (I.Pet. 1:18), for they 
are nothing but "the traditions of men" (Col. Z:8), and serve only in 
"making ".:lid the word of God" (1\. S. V. Mk. 7: l3~ 

The "course" which Paul wanted to finish with joy, had to do with the 
completing of the word of God as to "the faith ---- once delivered unto 
the saints" (Jude 3), the "one faith" (Eph. 4:5), whereby we "walk" (n Cor. 
S:7) and "please God" (I Theas. 4:l-Z). 

The "gospel of the grace of God", was God's message to sinners in 
order to their salvation from the penalty of sin, the wrath of God. 

V. Z5-Z7. "And now, behold, I ItDOW that ye all, among whom I have 
gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face 
no more. 
Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure 
from the blood of all men. 
For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel 
of God." 

, Paul could affirm his faithfulness in the presence of men qualified 
to know the accuracy of his claim. The announcement he makes next, 
was one that he wanted to avoid making to the whole church in Ephesus, 
thus, by-passed Ephesus in going to Miletus, where he met with the elde!:3 
of the Ephesian Church. "1 know that ye all ----  shall see my face no 
more" V. Z5. What was the result? "They all wept sore -----sorrowin1 
most of all for the words which he spake, that they should see his face no 
more" V. 37-38. What had made Paul dear to the hearts of these "elde:-s" 'i 
His faithfulness in "preaching the kingdom of God" V. Z5, which had pre
pared them for their work as "overseers". They knew what to expect. 
Paul had prepared them. Thus he said, "1 take you to record this day, 
that I am pure from thf! blood of all men" V. Z6. "All men" would include 
both the saved and the lost. 

1. To the loat, Paul "testified to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ" 
(Acts 18:5), "and when th'!y opposed themselves and bla.sphemed, he 
shook his raiment and said unto them, your blood he upon your own heads; 
I am clean" {Acts l8:6}. Paul cleared himself, in faithfully preaching 
Christ as to his person, his redemptive work, the means of saving sinners, 
as to his ministry to sinners. 

Z. To the saved, he said, "I am pure ---- For I have not shunned 
to declare unto you all the counnel of God"(V. Z6-Z7). He said, "I ceased 
not to warn every one night and day with tears", V. 31. God said to the 
prophet Ezekiel, if "thou givest him (the wicked) not warning; nor speak
est to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life, the same 

I: " wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine 
band" (Eze. 3: 18). Paul cleared himself in his duty to the lost, as well 
aa to the saved. He "kept the faith" (II Tim. 4: 7) 

v. ~8. "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over 
the which the Holy Ghost bath made you overseers, to feed 
the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. II 
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Paul gives a double warning, (1) "Take heed thez:efore unto your
selves". These elders could not qualify as "overseers of the flock", 
unless they could rule themselves. Their qualifications are enumerated 
in I Tim. 3: 1-7. and Titus 1: 5-9. The two, qualifications apart from the 
moral standard to be maintained are: (1) "One that ruleth well his own 
house"; otherwise, "How shall he take care of. the House of God? (I Tim. 
3:4-5), and (Z) "Holding fast the faitb£ul word. as he hath been taught. 
that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the 
gainsayers" (Titus 1:9). Thus: 

1. Sound discipline; and Z. Sound doctrine. 
The Psalmist said "I will wallt within my house with a perfect heart" 
(Ps. IOI:Z), that is "uprightly". When God said "Abraham shall surely 
become a great and mightly nation", he associated the greatness with the 
fact "that he wi 11 command his children and his household AFTER HIM 
and they shall keep the way of the Lord" (Gen. 18: 19). Notice that 
Abraham disciplined himself first, and those for whom he was responsible 
"alter him". When a father disciplines his children but does not discipline 
himself, he will "provoke" his "children to wrath" (Eph. 6:4), which 
will break the barriers of restraint when the opportunity arises. Exemp
lary discipline will accomplish the will of God. The elders knew that 
Paul, who, under God, had equipped them for the work before them, had 
been an example to them, as well as their instructor. He could say, 
"Take heed to yourselves" a.nd demand their respect for he had taken 
heed to himself. May we, by God's grace, obey the Lord, and "So 

~ speak ye , and~" (.James Z:IZ) 

\Y The care which the elders were to have was that which a steward 
\"is to exercise over a nothers • "It is required in stewards 

'.. that a man be found faithful" (I Cor. 4:Z). It is written concerning the 
"elders", bishops, overseers, or pastors, that "They watch for your 
souls, as they that must give account" (Heb. 13: 17). Thus Paul said. 
(Z) "Take heed therefore ----- to all the flock ·_--to feed the Church of 
God, which he hath purchased with his own blood". (Acts ZO:Z8). They 
were responsible for (1) The instruction, (Z)·' The growth, and (3) the 
discipline of those for whose souls they watched. They were to "Feed 
the flock of God" (1 Pet. 5:Z). "being en'samples to the flock" (I Pet. 5:3), 
having in view, (1) Th~ glory of God in the Church (the flock)(Eph. 3:Zl), 
and (Z) the "crown" (I ?et. 5:4). as the evidence of a job done to the glory 
of God in behalf of "the flock". The flock is his. God bought it, "with 
his own blood". He "gave himself for it" (Eph. 5:Z5). He lives for it 
(Heb. 4:14-16)(Heb. 7:Z5-Z7). and he is coming for it, and we ought to 
see. who are members of it, that the "house" is kept in order (I Tim. 3:15: 
as His "habitation" (Eph. Z:ZZ). Let us see that as far as we are concerns;! 
the report that shall be given, regarding our contributioD to the peace and 
fellowship of the assembly. "with joy and not with grief" (Heb. 13: 17). 

Prepared by: 
a Frank Fort, Minister. 
Berean Baptist Church 
Houston. Texas.
 
Sept. 28, 1955.
 



----------------------------

.-------_................- ...----.--.----..----.---..- ..........---....;.....;.;...._'
• 
LESSON 1#130. 

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES.

(Acts aO:Z9-38) 

V.	 29- 30. "For I know this • that after my departing shall grievous wolves
 
entel' in anong you, not sparir.g the flock;
 
Also of your own selves shall men arise. speaking perverse
 
things. to draw away disciples after them. "
 

Paul warns the elders to look io.>r trouble from two sources: 
(1) "wolves enter in". and( 2) "al~o of your own selves". The former spare not 

''the flock" • the latter "draw away disciples after them". The former "bring in 
da.mnable heresies" (II Pet. Z: 1). The latter "speaking perverse things". The 
f~rI:ler "make merchandise of you" (II Pet. a:3) as "ungodly sinners .--- because 
0' advantage" (Jude 15.16). The latter "loveth to have the preeminence" (III Jno. 
9). because 'of "vainglory" (_?hil. Z: 3)(Gal. 5:Z6). through the "pride of life" 
(I Jno. Z: l6). Paul encountered, "the heathen" (II Cor. 11:,6) those without. and 
also "false brethren" (brethren- professedly) in his walk in the truth. He Imew that 
o~hers following the same course could expect the same opposition. He said 
"There hath no temptation tal,en you but such as is common to man" (1 Cor. 10: d). 
P,=ter said "Thinlt it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you. as 
though some strange thing happened to you" (I Fet. 4: .Z). Why? "the same 
aiflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world" (I Pet. 5: 9). 
O~r !Jless~d Lord had said while on earth in the Hesh. "In the world ye shall 
have tribulation. but be of good cheer. I have overcome the world" (Jno. 16: 33). 
I don't suppose Paul experienced anything more grievious than the conduct of 
those of whom he wrote. "Demas hath forsal;en me. having loved this present 
w':>rld" (II Tim. 4: 10).- Love for "this present world" is the source of all the 
trouble of God's people. 

Paul did not want the elders or overseers to become discouraged 
in the .ace of such opposition as he had encountered. even from among professing 
christians. thus he warned them. It is our business to :.now what to expect in 
view of the ..act that "the spirit indeed is willing. but the flesh is weaK" (Matt. 26: 
4i). We can be "overtaken in a fault" (Gal. 6:1). vie can ".£all from" our "own 
steadfastness" (II 2et. 3: 18). Therefore we are commanded to "watch and pray" 
(Matt. Z6:4il. or as Paul said, 'Watch yeo stand fast in the faith. quit you like 
men. be strong" (I Cor. 16: 13).

.J 
r~ _ Let it be observed that "the elders of. the church" (Acts 20: 17) 

are "overseers" over "all the flock" (Acts ..1.0:26). The "church". or "the flock" 
being that of Ephesus:" It is seen from Titus 1: 5.7. that elders and bishops are 
; -l ..ntical. Thus in the light of Acts ZO: 17; ZO: Z8. Bishops are identical with 
overseers. In Eph. 4: 11. we read of "Pastors". The word translated" Pastors" 
is elsewhere translated "Shepherds" (Luke Z:8. 15. 18, ZO). Thus "~", 

"bishop.!'''. "overseers". and "p'!stors" all refer to the same thing. namely a 
group "set ---- to judge in the church" (1 Cor. 6:4), "rule" (guide)(Heb. 13:7,17. 
Z4). to "watch" (Acts aO:3l). "to feed the courch" (Acts ZO:Z8), "taking the over
sight ------willingly------of a ready mind-----being ensamples to the flocki" 
(I Pet. 5: Z-3). They were always in a 2lurality. T~_~ini!,~er_()fthe.g,ospel is_ 
never c.alled the pastor, the bishop, the elder, or the overseeLOLa C1»arcb....m~ 
less ov~he Churches. ,,------- -- --,-

- ----- 1. The-~hiefbtisine88of "a good minister of .1eaua Christ" (1 Tim. 4:6) 
is to be "an example of the believers. in word, in conversation, in charity, in 
spirit, in faith. in purity ----- give attendance to reading, to exhortation. to 
doctrine -----meditate upon these things, give thyself wholly to them, that thy 
profiting may appear to all" (I Tim. 4: IZ, 13 .. 15), and then. "the things that thou 
nast heard of me (Paul an inspired man) --.- the SlLU1e (not something else) 
commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also" (II Tim. Z:Z). 
Teach whom? "Faithful men ----- able to teach". Now notice. "A bishop --- 
...pt to teach" (I Tim. 3:Z), "a bishop ----holding fast the faithful word as he hath 
oeen taught" (Titus 1: 7,9). 

Z. The elders. bishops, overseers. or pastors. are to see that the word 
becomes fruitful in the flock, as "shepherds ----keeping watch over their flock" 
(Luke Z:8), so the men designated by the titles descriptive of their duties. are to 
"Take heed ----- to all the flock over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you 
overseers" (Acts 20:ZS), and the flock is to "obey them ----- for they watch for
 
your souls" (Heb. 13: 17). Thus Paul said. "We bes_ch you brethren to know
 

de' .-. 
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them which labor amoas e-! and !!~!J.0u in the Lord, and admonish YOu; 
and to esteem them very highly in love for their work's salte" (I Thess. 5: 12-13). 
Many of you doubtless can look back and remember how many have been critical 
of the deacons in this church, judging them by their own standard of holiness, and 
holding them in contempt. But if you could have followed in the wake of this 
hyper-critical crowd, you would have found only wreckage in their wake. They 
have "despised dominion and speak evil of dignities" (Jude G), but they have not 
done it with impunity. When one surveys the path of these seU righteous ·hypo· 
crites, he finds it always Plarked with wrecked lives. The most critical in 
this church in yeal's gone by, have been proven by the passage of time, to be the 
most deserving of rebuke. Let us, in our judgment of others, always keep in 
mind that the rule before wr.ich we shall ultimately be measuring, had our exact 
measurements all along. I do not suppose that a.ll the Deacons in this Church are 
perfect. If they were, the rest of us would be constantly embarra.ssed. I 
respect them, however, for their works sake. I pray for them because of the 
importance of the work, which they have at least sought to do. Have you prayed 
for them? Have you made their task a: pI easant one by your own submission to 
God's will? Or do you expact them to 1::'ear the double load, of living beyond 
your criticism, and trying to make up f~r the failure of the sheep? "The time 
is come that judgment must begin at thtl house of God" (I Pet. 4: 17). Let each 
of us look to our own life, andthen we (:an see clearly in regard to others. He 
who can see his own failure, is most likely to be understanding, and prayerfully 
considerate of the infi:o:mities of others, God help us to bear our "own burden" 
(Gal. 6:5), so that none of our own shall needlessly add to the burden of others. 

V.	 31-32. "Therefore watch, and roemember, that by the space of three 
years I ceased not to wa.rn every one night and day with tears. 
And nOw, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of 
his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an 
inheritance among aU them which are sanctified. " 

Watch, "Walk circumspectly" (Epb. 5:15), and "Remember", 
that of which you have been warned. To be forewarned is to be forearmed. If 
we have been taught to have "no con!icience in the flesh" (Phil. 3:3), we are not 
as likely to be deceived by it's "affectiorea.nd lusts" (Gal. 5:24), as it "lusteth 
against the spirit" (Gal. 5: 17). :?aul was on the job "night and day" not indiffer
ently, but "with tears". 

Paul, however, lets them know that he is not the keeper. He 
can instruct. He can declare the truth. He can warn and beseech, but God is 
the keeper of the sheep. Thus he said, "And now brethren, I c'ommend you to 
God, and to the word of his grace. which iEl able to build you up, and to give you 
an inheritance among all them which are sanctified" V. 32. 

1. The "inheritance" referred to is· determined by obedience to "the word 
of his grace which Is able to build you up". This is the grace which teaches "us 
that denying ungodE"less and worldly lu,st8, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly in this present world" (Titus '2: 12). By it we "serve God acceptably" 
(Heb. 12:28). and by it we have "help" (Heb. 4:16). "I'he REWARD of the inher
itance" (Col. 3: 24) depends on it. 

2. On the other hand, Paul said, "We have obtained an inheritance" 
(Eph. 1: 11). TlI:i.s is "In Christ" (Ep,h. 1: 10.11), and by "Redemption through 
his bloDd" (Eph. 1: 7). ~Paul WX'fote "The Father ••••• hath made us meet 
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light" (Col. 1: lZ). God did 
this in the merits of "his righteousne8'.s" which is "Christ crucified" (1 Cor. 1:23. 
24). according to Rom. 3:21·26. or as Paul said. "In whom (Christ) we have 
redemption through his blood, even the forgi veness of sins" (Col. 1: 14). Thus 
the Lord sent ?aul to sinners "that they may receive forgiveness of sins. and 
inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith which is in me" (Acts Z6: 18). 
l'his "inheritance" depends on the "forgi veness of sins", but that of which :::>aul 
speaks in our lesson (Acts 20:32) results from being built up, by the word of his 
grace, beyond the forgiveness of sins. T'he inheritance which Paul says "we have 

~.	 obtained" (Eph. 1: 11), was "by promise" ,'Gal. 3: 18). and "the promise •• _••:-TS 
of faith that it might be by grace" (Rom. 4: 16). But the "reward of the inheritance" 
is promised in consideration of the fact that "we serve the Lord Christ" (Col. 3:Z4). 
Of the latter, Paul speaks in Acts 20: 32. 

V.	 33·38. "I have coveted no mau's silvtJr. or gold, or apparel. 
Yea, ye yourselves ItnoW, thaLt these hands have ministered unto my 
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necessities, and to them that were wit h me. 
I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to 
support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 
how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive. 
And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down, and prayed with 
them all. 
And they all wept sore, and fell on :?aul's neck, and kissed him, 
Sorrowing most of all for the words which he spake, that they 
should see his face no more. And they accompanied him unto the 
ship. " 

Paul could prove by his willingness to serve the Lord, when he 
received only abuse at the hands of men. that he was not doing what he was doing 
out of the spirit of covetousness. neither silver, gold nor apparel, was the 
incentive for Paul's sacrificial pursuit of "the prize of the upward calling". 
Not only could he say "these hands have ministered unto my necessities ", but 
often to the ne cessities of those who laboured with him. He demonstrated the 
truth that "It is more blessed to give than to receive", V. 35. The margin of 
V. 35 reads, "In all things I have given you an example". What was the example? 
That no sacrifice is to 0 great to make in order that the truth might be preached. 
"Woe is me if I preach not the gospel" (I Cor. 9: 16). It was the one great passion 
of his life. "To preach. the gospel ". He knew it's author. He knew the price 
paid that there might be a gospel. He had known the lack of peace in a condemned 
state. He had learned of the joy and peace of a justified soul. Therefore he said, 
"I am debtor ----I am ready to preach -- --- I am not ashamed of the gospel" 
(Rom. 1: 14-16). 

Paul "kneeled down and prayed with them all" V. 36. Soldiers 
of the Cross, using the greatest weapon in the Christian's arsenal - "Prayer". 
He who wrote "Pray one for another" and "Pray for me", was a man of prayer. 
"He ------ prayed". They would miss this humble servant. "They all wept 
sore ------ sorrowing most of all ------ that they should see his face no more". 
He had helped them to behold the face of the Lord. they would not soon forget 
him. He left them with the knowledge that makes the wisdom of the wor,ld seem 
nothing in comparison. They knew the Christ whom Paul preached. They were 
bound together by that knowledge. This is the cohesive quality of faith. "One 
Lord, one faith". 

Prepared by: 
H. Frank Fort, Minister,
 
Berean Baptist Church,
 
Houston, Texas.
 
Oct. 5, 1955
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Y.:._"!.:.!. "A n d it came to pass. that after we were gotten from them. 
and had launched. we came with a straight course unto Coos. and the 
day following unto Rhodes. and from thence unto Fatara: 

And fi.nding a ship sailing over unto Phenicia. we went aboard. 
and set forth. 

Now when we had discovered Cyprus. we left it on the left 
hand. and sailed into Syria. and landed at Tyre: for there the ship 
was to unlade her burden. 

And finding disciples. we tarried there seven days: who said 
to Paul through the Spirit. that he should not go up to Jerusalem. 

And when we had accomplished those days. we departed and 
went our way: and they all brought us on our way. with wives and 
children. &ill we were out of the city: and we kneeled down on the 
shore. and prayed. 

And when we had taken our leave one of another. we took 
ship: and they returned home again. 

And when we had finished our course from Tyre. we came 
to Ptolemais. and saluted the brethren. and abode with them one 
day." . 

In these verses. we find the l.ord making "all things worl.. 
together" to the interest of the apostle "called according to his purpose. " 
Notice the following expressions, "We came with a straight course" V. 1: 
"!inding a ship (at Patara). V. 2; "there (at Tyre) the ship was to unlade her 
burden". V. 3: "rinding disciples. we tarried there seven days" V. 4. The 
wOl'd "finding" means. as we would say "hunted up". That is the disciples. 
known to be there by Paul. were "hunted up"; thus found because sought. God's 
providence saw to it that the ship would unload it's cargo in this port. thus 
giving Paul and company time to "hunt up" the disciples. with whom they 
\.i01'ried "sevea days" V. 4. doubtless gathering on the Lord's Day to breal. 
bread. as they had in Troas where they "abode seven days" (Acts 20:6-7). 
t;pon the accomplishment of the seven days. Paul and company were brought 
"out of the city" by the disciples. and a prayer meeting was held before Paul 
"took ship". The disciples refreshed Paul's mind as to what awaited him in 
Jerusalem. V. 4. but this information Paul already had (Acts 20:23). and his de
cision had already been made. "1 go----·- unto Jerusalem" (Acts 2<l:2Z). and 
of the afflictions which awaited him. he said. "None of these things move me" 
(Acts 20: 24). 

They left Tyre and came to Ptolemais where they tarried with the 
disciples for "one day". The fellowship with hie brethren al_ng the way. 
5'~rengthened the apostle who wrote to the Saints at Rome. "1":-)ng to see you 
------·that 1 may be comforted together with you by the mutual faith both of you 
and me" (Rom. 1: 11-12). Again. "That 1 •••• with you may be refreshed" 
(:'lorn. 15:32). Again. Paul apeaicing of the labors of Stephanas and FOrtunatU8 and 
Ac;:haicUII. said. "They have refreshed my spirit and yours" (l Cor. 16:17.18). 

/	 :?aul commended the Church of God at Corinth because of their comforting of a 
fellow minister. Titus. "his spirit ~as refreshed by you all" (D Cor. 7:13). 
Again he wrote to Timothy. The Lo rd give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus: 
fOl' he oft refreshed me. and was not ashamed of my chain. But when he was in 
F.ome. he sought me out very diligently. and found me" (D Tim. 1: 16.17). This 
WiLS not just a little well Wishing on Paul's part. but a prayer certain to be 
~e:lrd in behalf of Onesiphorus. Let him "that sheweth mercy. (do it) with 
cheerfulness" (Rom. 12:8). They who are most conscious of having received 
n-:.ercy. will be most diligent in showing it. in their relation to others. Mercy 
is an indispensable feature in the Christian testimony. We are not to hide our 
eyes from the suffering of others. but to "weep with them that weep" (Rom. 12:15). 
The Christian philosophy of labor is this, "Let him labor. working with his own 
~.l.nds the thing that is good. that he may have to give to him that needeth" 
:.c::ph. 4:28). Paul did this. He said. "These ha.nds have ministered unto my 
I~ecessities and to them that were with me. 1 have shewed you all things how 
that laboring ye ought to support the weak •••• It i8 more blessed to give than 
to receive" (Acts 2Dl34-35). Impracticable? Yes, if there is no "enduring 
substance" beyond this life. Do you believe it? It ia written. "He that giveth 
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unto the poor shall not lack: but he that hideth his eyes shall have many a 
curse" (Prov. 28:Z7). "He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord, 
and that which he hath given will he pay bim again" (Prov. 19:17). "He that 
hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed, for he giveth of his bread to the poor" 
(Prov. Z2: 9). "Cast thy bread upon the wat ers: for thou shalt find it after many 
days (Ecc!. 11: 1). "Whosoever shall give to drink '!!lto One of these little Ones 
a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall 
in no wise lose his reward" (Matt. 10:42). Do it for Christ's sake. Let the 
world know that you are doing it "in the name of a disciple"; thus God receive s 
the credit as the creator of the spirit of compassion and thus shall "Men ---- 
glorify your Father which is in heaven" (Matt. 5:16). We, too, can strengthen 
the hands of our brethren by letting the Lord work through us, in baving com· 
passion on those less fortunate than ourselves. 

~. "And the next day we that were o£ Paul's company depa'ned, and 
came unto Caesarea: and we entered into the house of Philip the 
evangelist, which was one of the seven; and abode with him, 

And the same man had four daughters, virgins, which did 
prophesy. 

Paul and Company left Tyre and went .outh to Ptolemais and 
from thence on to Caesarea some 25 miles down the coast. Here Philip "which 
was one of the seven" lived. "One of the seven" has reference to the "seven 
men" of (Acts 6: 3). appointed to "serve tables" in the"daily ministration" of 
the goods previously laid before the apostles (Acts Z:45)(Acts 4:34.37), so as to 
leave the apostles free to "give ourselves continually to prayer and to the 
ministry of the word" (Acts 6:4). This is the Philip who "went down to the City 
of Samaria and preached Christ unto them" (Acts 8:5), and now we find him in 
Caesarea where Paul visits. He "had four daughters. virgins, which did 
?:,ophesy" v. 9. Joel Prophesied "Your daughters shall prophesy" (Acts Z: 17), 
a:J.id Peter. but neither Joel nor Peter said they would do it in the Church, and 
·,:l-.~re isn't a hint in God's word that the daughters o£ Philip ever did. Paul had 
"entered into the house of PhiUp". not into the Church. Acts Zl:9 must not be 
":;led to contradict I Cor. 14:34, the latter following the statement that "ye 
l:1ayall prophesy One by one" (1 Cor. 14: 31) the women excepted, V. 34. Paul 
B~.id "I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man" (1 Tim. 
;.: :2). This was in the Church. for in the next chapter we read that these 
i'!'1::Jtl"Uctions are observable 'lin the house of God, which is the Church" (1 Tim. 
3:15). The host i-s called "Philip the Evangelist". The word evangelist occurs 
in the scriptures three times. It meanS "an announcer of good tidings". Paul 
t:>ld Timothy to "do the work of an evangelist" (I Tim. 4:5). They are distinct 
£:::'om "pastors" as seen in Eph. 4:11. where are named: (1) apostles. (Z) prophets. 
(3) evangelists. (4) pastors. and (5) teachers; all of which were "For the per· 
iecting of the saints. for the work of the ministry. for the edifying of the body 
cf Christ" (Eph. 4: lZ). Of the 5 names. only the first two were of a nature 
.hat ceased. Why? Well. as to the apostles, who were "ordained to be a witness" 
(Acts l:ZZ). the Lord said. "ye shall be witnesses unto me" (Acts 1: 8). Thus 
"Peter and the other apostles····· are his witnesses ••••• and so is also the 

/	 Holy Ghost" (Acts 5:3Z). Thus was the "Lord working with them and confirming 
the word" (Mk. 16:20). When the word of God was completed (Col. 1:Z5). the 
signs'\:eased" (I Cor. l3:8-l3)(Eph. 4:13-14). as confirmation was no longer 
needed. When the word of God was completed the gift of prophecy ceased. hence 
closing the office of prophet. (I Cor. 13:8-13). Thus the prophetic and 
~f"stOlic offices ceased. There remains the need ~or the work of the evangelist. 
5~. '1nnouncing the good tidings. or preaching the gospel, the work of the pastors. 
:.:~ .)verseeing the flock, and the work of teachers in instructing. Thus we have 
7~'i.=lsters to do the work of an evangelist and "make full proof" o! their ministry; 
.:.l~t,)rs. elders. bishops. or overseers. to "lead the church and watch out for 
~-,lg spiritual and temporal weUare within the scriptural teaching of this term. 
::':ld teachers to apply the truth to the individual soul. 

V.	 10-11. "And as we tarried there many days. there ~me down !rom 
Judea a certain prophet. named Agabus. 

And when he was come unto us. he took Paul's girdle. and 
bound his own hands and feet. and said. Thus saith the Holy Ghogt. So 
shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle. and 
shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles. II -_......------
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Paul and company"tarried there many days", that is, in the 
house of Philip, and "there came down from Judea a certain prophet named 
Agabus". We are not to suppose that the Lord sent this prophet for the purpose 
of telling Paul what he already knew. (Acts ZO:Z3), but being a "rophet, he 
employed symbolism to make known what awaited Paul in Jerusalem. "He took 
Paul's girdle and bound his own feet and hands, and said, Thus saith the Holy 
Ghost. So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, 
and shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles". We have other examples 
of such symbolic employment of things to support and prophesy. (1) Zedekiah 
made horns of iron and prophesied "Thus saith the Lord with these shalt thou 
(Ahab) push the Syrians, until thou have consumed them" (I Kings ZZ: 11). 
It was a false prophecy. (Z) I saiah walked "naked and barefoot" in connection 
with the prophecy, thus "shall the King of Assyria lead away the Egyptian s 
prisoners, and the Ethiopians captives young and old, naked and barefoot" 
(Isa. ZO:Z·4); (3) Jeremiah used a "m!lrred linen girdle" and prophesied 
"Thus saith the Lord,After this manner will I mar the pride of Judah" (Jer. 13: 
7,9); (4) Ezekiel took a "tile and the iron pan", and said "This shall be a sign 
to the house of Israel" (Eze. 4:1·3). Thus AlfLbus introduced nothing new in 
employing symbolism to make more viv id the prophetic utterance. What he 
said was "Thus saith the Holy Ghost". It was not a guess, but a revealed 
truth as to what Paul could expect in Jerusalem. Now when, as Luke writes, 
"both we (of Faul's company) and they of that place (Philip's house and others 
perhaps of like faith) besought him not to go up to Jerusalem" V. lZ. Remember. 
how Jeter had sought to persuade Christ not to go to Jerusalem, saying,"Thia 
shall not beuuto thee" (:Matt. l6:ZZ). Here the disciples, doubtless solicitous 
for the well being of '?aul, sought to di88uade him. They wept in their pleadings. 
Paul, however, could say "None of these things move me" (Acts ZO:Z4), refer
ring to "the bonds and afflictions", but he could also say that the weeping of 
his frienda did not move him, to lessen his determination to cia what he was 
;,ersuaded he ought to do. There is a great lesson in this for us. How many 
preachers have stood like a wall for principle, when opposed by all manner 
,.,£ opposition from the enemy, without taking a ba.ckward steil, who yet, under 
tAe well meaning, . but misguided solicitations of friends, have been persuaded 
that the battle was not worth it. This applies not only to preachers, but to 
every child of God. Be sure of your ground and then say in it's defense, "I am 
:eady not to be bound only, but also to die •••• for the name". V. 13. .~eter 

;.lad once said this (Luke ZZ:33), but learned that his strong resolution was not 
:;!:":.C'ugh. "Our sufficiency is of God" (II Cor. 3: 5). He alone. "always causeth 
;:s to triumph" (II Cor. Z: 14). and does it "through Christ" (Phil. 4: 13). Let 
us not be ashamed to come to His throne "for help" (Heb. 4:14-16). 

Prepared by: 
H. Frank Fort, Minister, 
Berean Baptist Church 
Houston, Tex. 

/ Oct. lZ, 1955. 
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THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES.

(Acts Zl:lZ-Z7) 

V.	 lZ-13. "And when we heard. these things. both we. and they of that 
place. besought him not to go up to Jerusalem. 
Then Paul answered. What mean ye to weep and to break mine 
heart? for I am ready DO.t to be bound only, but also to die at 
Jerusalem for the name of the,L~rd Jesus. II 

They of :?hUip's household, as well as Paul's companions, sought to 
dissuade Paul from going to Jerusalem after they had heard the prophecy of 
what awaited him there. through Agabus a prophet from Judea. Just as the 
concern of a friend affects us. so did the solicitations of his friends affect Paul. 
Their weeping. however. did not lessen ?aul's determination to do what he had 
previously purposed. H our purposes are determined by what we believe to be 
the will of God, we will not easily be deterred from striving toward their accom
plishment. When we are not sure of our course. the opinions of others carry more 
weight. especially if held by friends. than mere opinion ought to carry. :?aul was 
sure of his course. The same man who here says. "I am ready ---- to die at 
Jerusalem for the name of the L::lrd Jesus" V. 13. also said the same year. in 
writing to the Saints in Rome. "1 am ready to preach the gospel to you" (Rom. 
1: 15). While he had a great burden for "My brethren. my kinsmen according to 
the flesh" (Jews)(Rom. 9:3). he had a burden for the souls of all men (1 Cor. 9: 
z'0-z'1). All that he suffered was "for the gospel's sake" (I Cor. 9:2.3). Why do 
so many of God's people fall by the way side? They have no worthy purpose. 
Paul's purpose sustained him in spite of all opposition. Read II Cor. 11:2.3-2.8. 
and for divine support of that purpose. Christ said. "My grace is sufficient" 
(ll Cor. 12:9). They who li.,e to glorify God. find this to be always true. "His 
compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness" 
(Lam. 3:ZZ-Z3). For them "that sow beside all waters" (lsa. 32:2.0). the 
prophet prayed to the God who can hear and answer. "be thou their arm every 
morning" (lsa. 33:Z). Paul wrote. "The Lord is my helper. and 1 will not fear 
what man shall do unto me" (Heb. 13:6). In the confidence of this sufficiency 
Paul said, "1 axn ready" if necessary. "to die at Jerusalem for the name of 
the Lord Jesus". 

"And when he would not be persuaded. we ceased. saying. The 
will of the Lord be done. 
And aftu' those days we took up our carriages. and went up to 
Jerusalem. 
There went with us also certain of the disciples of Caesarea. and 
Itroupt with them one Mnason of Cyprus. an old disciple. with 
whom we shoul'd lodge. 
And when we were come to Jerusalexn. the brethren received 
us gladly. " 

Paul's purpose remained firm over the weeping of his friends. and 
they. being friends. finally said, "The will of the Lord be done". They thus 
show that they have no Itnowledge as to what the Lord wanted Paul to do. Their 
concern was for the well being of Paul. They did know what awaited him in 
Jerusalem. hence their concern. The certainty of suffering. however. does not 
mean that the path which leads through it is to be evaded. for it is written. "All 
that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution" (ll Tw. 3: lZ). 
When we seek to escape the hardships of "the path of the just". we find ourselves 
deprived of it's blessings also. 

Luke tells us in V. 15. "after those days" (the "ma.ny days" of V. 10.). 
"We took up our carriages (baggage) and went up to Jerusalem". Carriages, as .' 
we understand the word to mean means of conveyance. were unImown to the 
people of that day. The word means. as used in God's word. baggage. It was 
used in Isa. 10:Z8. "he hath laid up bis carriages"; and also in 1 Sam. 17:ZZ. 
"David left his carriage in the hand of the keeper of the carriage." Here the 
carriage refer s to the "corn. loaves. and cheesed'of verses 17-18. The 
"carriages" of our lesson""'dcmbtl~cluded"alms" (Acts z'4: 17). for the poor 
brethren in Jerusalem which the Christiana from the Gentile churches had sent 
by Paul. (1 Cor. 16:3-4). It was about 63 miles from Caesarea to Jerusalem. 
and Paul arrived the day before Jentecost. which was his intention according to 
Acts ZO: 16. . 

_______ ...	 i'" 
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that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law" (Gal. 5:3). He rebuked 
them for turning again "to the weak and beggarly elements" (Gal. 4:9). 

Notice now, James says to Paul, "Thou seest brother, how many 
thousands of Jews there are which believe; and they are all zealous of the law" V. 
ZOo Notice also that this zeal was not limited to the perpetuation of the offerings 
connected with vows, but also circumcision and "the customs" V. Zl. Some 
think that what Paul did here was simply the carrying out of what he said he did 
a year before in his epistle to the Corinthians in I Cor. 9:20-21.. But let us see: 

(1) The principle of I Cor. 9:Z0-21, was carried out that sinners might 
be saved, or he said, "that I might by all means save some" (I Cor. 9:ZZ). The 
salvation referred to was that effected by the "gospel" (I Cor. 9: 18, ZZ). Paul 
did not mean that he lived like a Jew according to the law when he said "unto the 
Jews I becam e as a Jew" (I Cor. 9:Z0); rather, he tool~ the position of a Jew under 
the law, who once thought he was "blameless" (?hi1. 3:6), and proceeded to show 
how it "slew me" (Rom. 7:11,13). and brought me to the place where I became 
'''alive unto God" (Rom. 6: 11), by the means employed according to prophecy 
in making those "dead in trespasses and sins" alive (Eph. Z:l)(Rom. 3:Zl)(Acts 
Z6:ZZ-Z3). 

(Z) In our lesson the compromise is called for by James, not in behalf 
of unbelievers, but "thousands of Jews - which believe" V. ZOo Thus the objective 
in the principle of I Cor. 9:Z0-Zl, was different from the objective of James're
quest in our lesson. The first was the. salvation of the lost. The second was the 
appeasing of believers who were ignorant of the purpose of the law. This being 
true, the results were different, for God honoured the first; he di d not tpe 
second. But some will ask, How could this inspired man do something that was 
wrong? Why not ask why Paul "withstood Peter" to his face because he was to be 
blamed" (Gal. Z: 11). Peter was an inspired man. But what Peter did "fearing 
them which were of the circumcision" (Gal. Z: lZ)( study Vs. lZ-14) was not 
inspired. Neither was the request of James, nor the response of Paul in Acts 
Zl:ZO-Z6). 

V.	 22-Z7. " What is it therefore? the multitude must needs come together; 
for they will hear that thou art come. 
Do therefore this that we say to thee; We have four men which 
have a vow on them; 
Them take, and purify thyself with them, and be at charges with 
them, that they may shave their heads; and all may know that those 
things, whereof they were informed concerning thee, are nothing; 
but that thou thyself also walkest orderly, and keepest the law. 
As touching the Gentiles which believe, we have written and con
cluded that they observe no such thing, save only that they keep 
themselves from things offered to idols, and from blood, and from 
strangled, and from fornication. 
Then Paul took the men, and the next day puri.{ying himself with 
them entered into the temple, to signif y the accomplishment of the 
days of purification, until that an offering should be offered for 
every one of them. 
And when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews which were 
of Asia, _when th.gy saw hiar hi the temple, stirred up all the people 
and laid hands on him, " 

The multitude who believed "are all zealous of the law", V. ZOo James 
said, "Do therefore this that we say to thee" V. Z3. Why? To prove to these 
believers who 'M.... ,·' ....hu are ignorant of the purpose of the law "that thou thyself 
also walkest orderly and keepest the law" V. 24. The word "also" meaning 
thatPaul was to prove that he walked as they walked by doing what they were 
doing. Paul was asked to purify himself with four men who had a vow on them 
and to share the expense of the sacrifices envolved. This he did. V. Z6. But was 
it right? It was not. It was a compromise with the truth, and thus the result 
recorded in verse Z7 could be expected. "When they saw him in the Temple. 
stirred up all the people, and laid ban ds on him. " 

James, living in the midst of the turmoil and the Church being constantly
 
harassed by the opposition of the unconverted Jews, was naturally fearful, and
 
doubtless ~aul was sympathetic toward him because of these conditions and (
 
not wanting to add to the burdens, bowed to his request. The results, however,
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simply increased the trumoil and strife. Why? Because "the fruit of the Spirit" 
is never reaped apart from the "walk in the truth".. The motives were right as 
to James and Paul, but the methods were wrong. To do what God says do, the 
way ·He says do it, is to demonstrate that God is able to bless in spite of all 
opposition to the right. God help us to realize our helplessness without his 
help, and our sufficiency with it. 

?repared by: 
a Frank Fort, Minister, 
Berean Baptist Church 
Houston, Texas. 
Nov. 2, 1955 



~ ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 

(Acts Zl: Z8-40: ZZ: 1-5). 

V.	 Z8-30. "Crying out, Men of Israel, help: This ill the man, that teacheth 
all men every where against the people, and the law, and this place: 
and further brought Greeks also into the temple, and hath polluted 
this holy place, 

(For they had seen before with him in the city Trophimus an Ephesian. 
whom they supposed that Paul had brought into the temple. ) 
And all the city was moved, and the people ran together: and they 
took Paul, and drew him out of the temple: and forthwith the doors 
were shut. " 

We see that '?aul, acting on the advice of others, rather than 
according to the truth which he had so faithfully declared to the Gentiles, as 
well as in the synagogues of the Gentile cities, failed to accomplish anything 
by his compromising of the scriptural course. N:>tice "The Jews which were 
of Asia" started the riot. They knew that he had done nothing li)(e this in 
his visits to Asia. The y said, "Men of Israel, help: This is the man that 
teacheth all men everywhere against the people. and the law, and this place." 
Paul, of course, did nothing of the kind. He had shown the purpose of the law, 
the failure of the people, and the truth previously declared by his Lord that. 
"the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain. nor yet at Jerusalem, 
worship the Father" (Jno. 4: Zl). The Jews whose "minds were blinded" 
(11 Cor. 3: 14)(and this statement was made the same year of Paul's experiences 
in Jerusalem, according to our lesson. 60 A. D. ). Paul .aid. "When Moses is 
read, the vail is upon their hearts" (11 Cor. 3: 15). Thus when ?aul taught 
the truth as to the law, the people, and this place. they in their blindnell8 
supposed that he was against these things, and this people, when in reality, as 
he said, "1 could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, 
my kinsmen according to the flesh" (Rom. 9: 3); "There are none so blind as 
they who will not see". The people, when they heard the Jews from Asia, 
say that ~ul was against the things they professed to believe, could restrain 
themselves no longer. upon hearing a1s0 that "Phul "hath polluted this holy place" 
by bringing as they had supposed, a Gentile into the Temple. They had seen 
Paul in the city with Trophimus and supposed that he had brought him into the 
T8IJPle. It doesn't take much proof to convince a mob of what it wants to believe 
anyway. "The people ran together": they drew (dragged) Paul out of the Temple 
and shut the doors, so we see that the purpose of both James and Paul came to 
naught. Remember that the Son of God had once .,od in this place as "The faithful 
witness". He called this place (Temple) "your house" (Matt. Z3: 38) and said, 
"ye have made it a den of thieves" (Matt. Zl: 13). He declared of it's destruction, 
"There .hall not be left here one stone upon another" (Matt. Z4:Z). He called 
it's teachers, "blind guides" (Matt. Z3:Z4). He said of it's morals, "That the 
publicans and the harlots go into the Kingdom of God before you" (Matt. Zl: 31). 
He called them "hypocrites" and declared them "full of hypocrisy and iniquity" 
(Matt. Z3:Z8). Christ confused the wisest men in Jerusalem who questioned 
His aut horit~ the Pharisees, Saducees, and Herodians alike went out from his 
presence confu.ed and defeated. Christ did not compromise in any sense. 
He could not. He was and is "The faithful witness" (Rev. 1:5). Yes, "The 
doors were shut". That is just exactly what happens when men fail to see Christ 
in "the law", "this place", and among "the people". (1) "The people" were 
called to be the Lord's "witnesses" (Isa. 43:10), but they "took away the key of 
knowledge" (Luke 11: SZ). (Z). "The law" was designed in the figure of a .chool 
master to bring those under it "to Christ" (Gal. 3:Z4), and (3) "This place" 
(The Temple) was designed to be "the house of prayer" (Matt. Zl:13), and accor
ding to prophecy, "an house of prayer for all people" (Isa. 56:7), not only 
"the outcasts of Israel", but "others -.- beside those" V. 8. But what has 
happened? The people are "blind leaders" who have perverted the law. and 
turned this house into a "den of thieves". 

V.	 31-40. "And as they went about to kill him, tidings came unto the chief 
captain of the band. that all Jerusalem was in an uproar. 
Who immediately took soldiers and centurions, and ran down unto 
them: and when they saw the chief captain and the soldiers, they left 
beating of Paul. 
Then the chief captain came near. and took him. and commanded him 
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to be bound with two chains; and demanded who he was. and what 
he had done. 
And some cried one thing. some another. among the multitude; and 
when he could not know the certainty for the tumult. he commanded 
him to be carried into the castle. 
And when he came upon the stairs. so it was. that he was borne of 
the soldiers for the violence of the people. 
For the multitude of the people followed after, crying, "Away with 
him. 
And as Paul was to be led into the castle. he said unto the chief 
captain. May I speak unto thee? Who said. Canst thou speak Greek? 
Art not thou that Egyptian. which before these days madest an 
uproar. and leddest out into the wilderness four thousand men that 
were murderers? 
But Paul said. I am a man which am a Jew of Tarsus. a city in 
CUicia. a citizen of no mean city: and, I beseech thee. suffer me to 

speak unto the people. 
And when he had given him licence, Paul stood on the stairs. and 
beckoned with the hand unto the people. And when there was made 
a great silence. he spake unto them in the Hebrew tongue. saying," 

It was in the hearts of these lost religionists to kill Paul. 
Keep in mind the distinction between "Jews --- which believe" (Acts Zl: ZO). 

(	 and others like "the Jews which were of Asia" (Acts Zl: Z7). These latter were 
murderers at heart. and were beating Paul. fully intending to kill him. The 
news of this uproar was carried to "the chief captain of the band" who "took 
soldiers and centurions and ran down unto them. and when they (the Jews 
beating Paul) saw the chief captain and soldiers. they left beating °aul". The 
chi ef captai n "demanded who he was. and what he had done? V. 33. but no 
definite answer came from the mob. "some cried one thing and some another". 
and the chief captai n being unable to get anything definite. had Paul "carried 
into the castle" (camp) under the protection of the "soldiers for the violence 
of the people" V. 35. who were crying "away with him" V. 36. The chief 
captai n was. in the Roman military system, a commander of 1000 soldiers. 
The. name of thi8 captain was "Claudius Lysias" (Acts Z3: Z6). Claudius Lysias 
took several hundred soldiers with him to C4uell the riot. because it is said he 
took "soldiers and centurions", and each centurion had 100 soldiers under him. 
The Roman garrison wa8 stationed at the northwest corner of the Temple area. 
It was about 100 feet high, and overlooked the Temple and the courts within. 
It was reached by two flights of stairs. The chief captain doubtless believed 
that Paul was some kind of a criniiDal as V. 38 shows. Claudius Lysias thought 
that he was "that Egyptian" a notorious criminal told of by Josephus. but upon 
hearing Paul speak Greek. knew that he was not "that Ehyptian". who could 
not speak GreekJ Josephus tells us that Felix (about a year before this tumult 
of our les80n) ha,d defeated the Egyptian in a battle. killing four hundred and 
taking two hundred prisoners. but that the Egyptian escaped. It wa8 concerning 
this character that the Chief captain 8pake in V. 38. Paul answered "I am a man 
which am a Jew of Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city". He 
then asked the captain, "sufIer (permit) me to speak unto the people". The 
captian gave his permission and Paul "spake unto them in the Hebrew tongue, 
aaying", V. 40. 

~.	 "Men, brethren, and father8, hear ye my defence which I make now 
unto you. 

(And then they heard that he spake in the Hebrew tongue to them, 
they kept the more sUence: and he saith,) 
I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in In..rsus, a city in CUicia, 
yet brought up in this city at the feet of Ga~liel, and taught according 
to the perfect maCDer of the ~w of the fat.her8, and wa8 zealous 
toward God, as ye all are this day. " 

Paul begin8 his address as had Stephen (Acts 7:Z). "Men. 
brethren. and fathers." The audience had become silent and ''(When they heard 
that he spake in the Hebrew tongue to them. they kept the more silence, and he 
saith)". "I -----a m a Jew". This corrected any erroneous idea of his nation
ality as previously posae8Sed by the chief captian. Doubtlesa the maCDer of 
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address and message of identification were conciliatory in their effect. Paul 
repeats what he had said to the chief captain and added that he was "brought 
up in tbis city at the feet of Gamaliel. and taught according to the perfect 
manner of the law of the fathers and was zealous toward God. as ye all are 
this day". Paul was born in Tarsus. but while still a boy. possibly 13 years 
of age. he was sent to Jerusalem to be educated. The expression "at the feet" 
refers to the fact that pupils sat around their teachers. either on the floor, or 
low benches. Remember how "Mary ---- satat Jesus' feet and heard his word" 
(Luke 10: 39). Paul said that he had been "taught according to the perfect (or 
strict) manner of the law". In (Acts 20:5). Paul said before Agrippa. "after 
the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee". Again. he said 
in Gal. 1:14. that he "profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals in 
mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers. " 

\,	 We have this history of Paul's confidence in the flesh in Phil. 3: 5. "Circumcised 
the eighth day. of the stock of Israel. of the tribe of Benjamin. an Hebrew of 
the Hebrews; as touching the law. a Pharisee•. " Now notice how Paul uses this 
background to get a hearing. "zealous toward God. as ye all are tbis day" (Acts 
ZZ: 3). Here the zeal toward God was likened unto his own in his ignorance. 
Paul wrote of this zeal in Rom. 10:2: "I bear them record that they have a zeal 
for God, but not according to knowledge." Paul knew what such zeal could do. 
for he knew what it had impelled him to do, thus lays the ground work for what 
he hopes will be a hearing that will result in their acceptance of the truth which 
he had received from the Lord. and charged to declare. 

v. 4-5. "And I persecuted this way unto the death. binding and delivering- into prlSQIDS bath men·and women.
 
As also the high priest doth bear me witness, and all the estate of
 
the elders: from whom also I received letters unto the brethren.
 
and went to Damascus. to bring them which were there bound unto
 
Jerusalem, for to be punished. "
 

"I persecuted this way unto death". Yes. he "made havock 
of the Church, entering into every house, and haling men and women. committed 
them to prison." (Acts 8:3). Paul knew by experience what zeal for God could 
do in men who "knew not God". but thought they were doing him a service. as 
himself had done in bis ignorance of the truth. Paul said. "I verily thought with 
myseU that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 
which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in 
prison. having received authority from the chief priests. and when they were 
put to death, I gave my voice against them" (Acts 26:9-10). How these memories 
must have flooded the soul of Paul as he reasons now with a mob fired by the 
same zeal that once made him do as they were seeking to do. This ought to 
help us understand the perversity of others who stand where we once stood. 
"I persecuted this way". This is "the way". There is no other. It is God's way. 
It has always been persecuted. It sball continue to be for it takes direct issue 
with the flesh. whether degraded or exalted, ignorant or enlightened. The 
flesh is flesh, and men must be born again. Paul is building up to tbis necessity 
in order to declare the message, as the means to that end. Paul calls the "high 
priest" and "the estate of the elders" (5anhedrin) as witness to bis words. They 
could not deny it. They were party to it. U Paul is right then they stand 
condemned. There is no escape. This is exactly what the truth does. It bring. 
us up to Christ as the only way out. Let us be sure that we are declaring "this 
way". U we have come this way, we know that there is no other. 
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