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infinite value as to “perfect forever.” All who were saved
before the cross were saved in the value of this “one sac-
rifice.” It was in view of this glorious truth that David
could, and did describe “the blessedness of the man unto
whom God imputeth righteousness without works, saying,
Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven and whose
sins are covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord
will not impute sin.”” Who is this man, whose blessedness
David thus described? Is there such a man, or is this just
the conjuration of his imagination? No, this is the truth
of God, and is true of “all them that believe . . . that right-
eousness might be imputed to them also” (Romans 4:11),
as it was to Abraham and David. In view of this right-
eousness one can agk, ‘“Who shall lay anything to the
charge of God’s elect? . . . Who is he that condemneth?”
(Romans 8:33,34). The answer is, of course, no one. But
why? Is it because all of God’s people do always those
things that please Him? Is it because they are faithful
in all things? No one believes this, yet multitudes predi-
cate their hope of heaven on the supposition that they
measure up in thought, word and deed, to the perfect rule.
This however is not the ground of hope as revealed in the
Bible. The answer to the question above quoted does not
involve the faithfulness of the ‘“‘elect,” but it does read:
“It is God that justifieth.” How could this answer a charge
against God’s elect unless in that justification, all has been
done that is necessary to meet righteously the demands
of justice? In this justification God can be, at the same
time, just and the justifier, because it is done to the sat-
isfaction of justice. Justice demanded death as the pen-
alty for sin, and the death of Christ perfectly satisfies that
demand. Paul had this truth in mind when he answered
the question of “Who shall lay anything to the charge of
God’s elect?”’ by saying, “It is God that justifieth.”
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The next question — “Who is he that condemneth?”’ —
is answered by stating the foundation on which God was
able to justify the “elect” in the former question. “It is
Christ that died, yea, rather, that is risen again, who is
even at the right hand of God, who also maketh interces-
sion for us” (Romans 8:34). We have learned already
that because of this intercession, “He is able to save them
completely that come unto God by him” (Hebrews 7:25),
having reference to “the point aimed at” involving the
redemption of the body as the complete purpose of God
that the elect be “conformed to the image of his Son” (Ro-
mans 8:29). Nothing shall prevent this, any more than
circumstances could have prevented the cross, or the res-
urrection, or anything else which God has purposed.  If
the purpose of God in behalf of the elect could be thwarted
by the failure of the elect themselves, then it is not true
that all the “justified” equal the “glorified” — as Romans
8:30 affirms. In order for this to be true, and not do vio-
lence to justice, there must be some unchanging principle
that appropriates an unchanging righteousness, satisfying
the inflexible justice of the unchanging God. There is, if
it be true that “the promise . . . is through the righteous-
ness of faith” (Romans 4:13). But if it be through the
“works of faith” or “the works of the law,” then God’s pur-
poses are no more certain than man’s ability to conjointly
pursue an identical course in thought, word, and deed. To
illustrate, Paul promises” (Hebrews 8:6) of which Jesus
“was made a surety” (7:22). Jesus as a “surety” of this
“better covenant” by “means of death” made it possible
for those who lived under the old covenant to “receive the
promise of eternal inheritance” (9:15), for thus is the
promise “sure to all the seed” (Romans 4:16).

Let us suppose for a minute that the “better covenant”
stands in contrast to the “old covenant” only in point of
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time, and that each constituted the will of God, when im-
posed, and while in force as a saving instrument, then cer-
tainly it follows that one was not as good as the other, to
this end. If salvation was to be had through obedience
to all commandments imposed under each, and these com-
mandments differed in nature, how could it be said of ‘“the
children of God” that they are ‘“heirs according to prom-
ise?” (Galatians 3:29). What promise? If as Paul said,
“it is of faith, that it might be by grace to the end the
promise might be sure to all the seed, then was the promise
“sure” to those who lived during the law, or before the
law? And was it sure through “the works of the law?”
If so, what did David mean, who lived and died during the
law, when he described “the blessedness of the man unto
whom God imputeth righteousness without works”? .(Ro-
mans 4:6).

I believe in good works, but not to obtain that which
God gives to him that “worketh not but believeth” (Ro-
mans 4:5). Good works follow salvation and life, they do
not produce either. Invariably the order of truth is:

(1) Hear (Matthew 15:10).

(2) Believe (Romans 10:17).

(3) Receive the Spirit (Galatians 3:2,4,6).
, (4) Love (Romans 5:5) and

(5) Work (Galatians 5:6).

We shall later see the consequences of the failure of the
children of God to walk as they ought, but now we point
out that their standing is not affected by that failure,
though their state is. Salvation is the gift of God for
human reception on the principle of grace through faith,
not of works. It reveals the wisdom of God, in a place
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where human wisdom would never have sought it — the
cross, where the Just died for the unjust. There is dis-
played the love of God for His enemies; there is seen the
wisdom of God in satisfying justice, and there is seen the
salvation of man in spite of his helplessness.

“Lord, remember me” — and the Lord remembers all
whom He knows, for “the righteous are had in everlast-
ing remembrance.” All His own know Him, and He knows
them that are His. He is bringing them to glory and ev-
ery one thus brought will join in the singing to affirm
that “thou hast redeemed us by thy blood.” Why not come
to Him now, that you may have part in it then?








